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LETTER V. 

BARON F., . TO THE COITNT O. . • 

JULY K 

AS the time for our departure from 
Venice approaches, we are de- 
termined to employ this week in aa 
examination of all the remarkable pic- 
tores and buildings, which is generalljf? 
delayed to the laft moment. They 
praifed highly the work * of Paul Vc- 

^ The marriage at Cana. 
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ronefe, which was to be feen in a'Benc* 
di£line convent ugon the Ifland St. 
George. You muft not expe£l from 
me a minute defcription of this beau- 
tiful mafter-piece, from the contem- 
plation 'of which I derived t^^ moft 
fatisfaftory pleafure ; but it w^as a fight 
worthy to be enjoypd longer. We 
(liquid have had as many hours as mi- 
nutes to ftudy a painting of a. hun- 
dred and twenty figures, which is thirty 
feet in breadth. It is impofiible to 
obferve the beauties which the artift has 
difplayed in it, by juft glancing at the 
whole. It is however a pity, that fo 
valuable a work, which ought to adorn 
a place of more utility, fliould be buried 
within the walls of a convent for a few 
mpuKS to gaze at Thie church of this 
convent deferves alfo the attention of 
the connoiflfeur : it is one of the haod- 
fomeft in the city. 

Towards 
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Towards evening we fet off for the 
Giudeccay to fpend •a few hours in the 
charming gardens that furround it. The 
fociety, which was not numerous, fe- 
parated very foon ; and Civitella, who 
had been the whole day feeking for an 
opportunity to fpeak to me in private, 
ihus addreflfed me — 

' " You are the friend of the Prince, 
and poflefs his confidence, as I know 
from good authority. When I went 
fo-day to his hotel, t met a man upon 
the (lairs, and immediately guefled the 
bufinefs he had been upon. I found 
the Prince, as I entered his apartments, 
thoughtful and dejefted ** 

I was about Jtb'interrupt him. 

** You cannot deny it," he continued. 
" I know (he man,, for I took veryj)ar- 
B 2 ticulaif * 
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ticular notice of his perfon. Is it pof- 
fible that the Prince, who has friends 
at Venice, to whom he is as- dear as, 
life, {hould in a cafe of neceffity make 
ufe of fuch a wretch ? Be fincere, ba- 
ron ! — Is the Prince embarraffed in his 
circumftances ? You may endeavour 
to hide the truth, but it is in vaiii. 
What I cannot learn from you I will 
obtain from a man to whom every fecret 
is a pHze, and ready to be fold," 

'' What, Marquis!" 

" Pardon me. I muft endure the 
charge of being indifcreet, to avoid the 
imputation of ingratitude. The Prince 
faved my life, and what goes far be- 
yond that, he has inftilled into my 
mind the principles of virtue. If I fee 
the Prince a£l in a manner which* muft 
be expenfive to him^ and beneath his 

dignity ; 
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dignity ; if. it is in my power to affift 
liim, I never caja refift it/' 

*^ The Prince is not now in any pm- 
barraflinent. Several remittances, which 
we expedted from Trient, are, indeed, 
unexpeftedly detained ; but acciden* 
tally perhaps, or from the icka that 
his departure is near at hand. This 
is now fixed upon 5 and till then — " 

He (hook hi« head. " Doiiot deceive 
me," faidhe. ** I mean not by doing this 
to dicniniih the obligation I owe the 
ftioce. No, not all the riches of my un- 
cle oooald repay him. I am anxious to 
free him from one unhappy moment. 
My uricle poffeffes a large fortune, and 
which I can difpofe of as if it were my 
x)wn. I confider it a fortunate circum- 
ftamce, that the moment is arrived when 
I can be ufeful to the Prince. I know," 

> b3 he 
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he continued^ " with what deKcacy the 
Prince will treat my offer; — but on the 
other hand, I hope he will lay afide his 
prejudices, and fuffer me to enjoy the 
fatisfaftion of having in fome meafure 
returned the obligation I owe to him." 

He continued to urge his requeft till 
I had promifed him that I would do all 
in my po>ver to make the Prince accept 
his offer. But I knew his charafter^ 
and for that reafon I defpaired of fuccefs. 
He appeared fatisfied however with -my 
promife, though he confeffed that it 
would give him great uneafinefs if the 
Prince confidered him in the light of a 
ftranger* 

Loft in converfation,we had wandered 
from the company, and were juft about 
to return, when Z*^* approached us. 

« I thought 
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" I thought the Prince had been with 
you ?" — faid he. " Is he not here ?" 

We immediately returned with him, 
thinking to find the Prince with the 
other part of the company. 

" The fociety is together, but the 
Prince is not among them," faid I'^ 
" I really do not know how it happened 
that we miiTed him." 

Here Civiteila fuggefted, that he 
might poffibly have viiited the adjoining 
church, which he had a little time before 
remarked fpr its beauty. We im- 
mediately went to feek for him there. 
As we approached it, we difcovered 
Biondello waiting at the entrance. 
When we cariie nearer, we obferved 
the Prince rufli haftily out from a fmall 
door ^ the agitation of bis mind was ini* 
: .K 4 prefied 
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preiTed Upon his countenance. He called 
Biondello to him, and feemed to inftru£t 
him in the execution of fome commiflion 
of confequence; his eyes were conftantly 
direQed to the gate, which remained 
open. Biondello haftened in^o the 
church. The Prince, without perceiv- 
ing us, puihed through the crowd, and 
webt back to the foctety. 

It was refolved to fup in an open 
pavillion, and the Marquis, without our 
iskiotKhadg/i^hzd procured fome muficians 
to entertain us with a concert. It was 
^uite felefl; but there was among the 
-perfonxfers a young ]ady yrho fung de- 
lightfully, asid whofe voice did not more 
enchant us than the beauty of her per- 
fon. Nothing feemed to make an im- 
preffion upon the Prince ; he (poke little, 
zpd anfwered our quefiions. confbfedly ; 
Ws^es.were conftantly ri vetted upon 
theippt from whence Biondello was to 

come; 
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•comes and -it was vifible to aB, tfiat 
fomething of confequence aflPefted his 
mind. Civitella alked him how he liked 
the church ; he could not give any de- 
fcri{)lfi6n of it. He fpoke of feveral 
remarkable piftures, which were highly 
cfteemed v but lie had Jiot obferved them. 
We perceived jthat our queftions wer45 ' 
unp'Ieafant to him, and therefore we 
difcontinued our enquiries. One hour 
after another paft away, and Biondello 
did not arrive. The impatignce of the. 
Prince could no longer be concealed ; 
he weAt from fupper very early, and 
walked alone up and down the aifles of 
the church with agitated fteps. No 
perfon could imagine what had hap- 
pened to him. I did not venture to afk 
him the reafon for fuch a fudden change 
in his difpofition, as I could not now 
treat him with, that familiarity I did 
formerly. With fo much more impa- 
tience, therefone, did 1 expeQ: jhe ar- 
B 5 riva 
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rival of Biondello, that he might e*plilh 
to me the myftery. 

It was paft ten o'clock before he 
came back. The accounts- which he 
brought to the Prince did not con- 
tribute to diffipate the gloom of melan- 
choly. He returned to the pavilion 
apparently uneafy and diffatisfied. Soon 
after the boat was ordered, and we 
went home. 

I could not find afingle opportunity the 
whole evening to fpeak with Biondello ; 
and I was at laft obliged to go to bed 
Avithout being able to fatisfy my curio- 
fity. The Prince difmiffed us very early; 
but a thoufand unpleafant refle6iion3 
which tormented me kept me awake. 
I could diftinf^ly hear the Prince walk- 
ing up and down his chamber till a late 
-hour; at laft I dropt into a dofe, but 
was foon rdufed from fluraber by .a 

perfon 
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petibn who appeared at mlybedfide 
with a lamp in his hand* When I l^q^ed 
up, I difcovered it to be the Prince^: He 
could not clofe his^ eyes, he ^id, apd 
begged of me to pafs the night wi^h 
him. I would have n(ca( and dreft my felf> 
but he commanded me ta remain jas. I 
was^ and leated himfelf on my bed. 

^ Aa extraordinary circumftaneeib^ 
happened to me to-day,*' faidhe> ^^ad 
the itnpreflion it'has made upon my 
mind will never be effaced. I went,, 
as youmuft recolleft, to fee *** church,, 
to which Civittlla direfted my attention, 
and whickhad. at a diftance. excited my^ 
curiofity. • As neither you nor he wei^ 
prefi^nt, I went in alone, and bidBiondello 
wait for me at the entrance. The church 
was quite dark and folitary.- The aifl^ 
were cold and damp; I felt a fudden 
chillnefs. fleal all over mei I few.myie|f 
alone amidft the dead,, in a.fan^tuajy 
B 6 where 
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wbere a ibieiisn filence, as in Xhe ghrve, 
reigned in every part* I iphbced myfelf 
iii the iQJiddle of the dome» and gave 
my ibul up to contemplation. Soon 
however the gothic beauty of the bnild- 
ing arrefied my attention. It appeared, 
as I exammed it, more and more delight- 
ful. It called fortJh the pov^ers of a^r- 
ful meditation. The evening bell was 
' toiling; its hollow ibund, «as I heard it 
'^tn'tly in the^ifle, overpowered me widi 
"iAn vnufual melanchbly* Some ahar- 
' pieces ^at a diftance attrafted my atten- 
tion.. I went nearer to view them dii^ 
.finely ; ynperceived, I had wandered 
through thea^s of the church, and was 
approaching the end. When, by ac- 
cident, I went round a pillar up a flight 
iof Oeps, which lead into a fide chapel, 
'dbcorated vrith feveral little altars and 
^'ftatues of faints. As fbon as 1 entered 
the chapel I heard a foft whifpering, 
turned towards the fpot from whence 
^ I heard 



I heard tbe rbice^ and abbut two ft^ 
from me difcovered a fecnale figure. 
Fright almoft overpowered jaaej bttt 
after a £wr EooisieiUs had elapfed I. ire- 
covered, and contemplated an obfcA 
which I cannot dcfcribe with juftice/- 

" And ^oes your Highnefs know fcM^ 
certain that it was alive — that it was 
not fancy — a picture of the brain ?" 

" Hear farther — It was a lady. Until 
that moment I had never regarded the 
fex ! — ^The rays of the fetting fun, th^t 
illumed the chapel, enabled me to ob- 
ferve that flie was in the aft of praying 
before an altar — Nature feemed tp have 
laviihed all her perfeftions on her lovely 
form. She was elegantly dreffed in 
black filk, which fpread around her in 
large folds like a Spani(h rope; her long 
light-coloured hair burft from under 
the veil^ and flowed in charmmg diforder 
5 down 
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downberbacic^ (meoffaerb&nds touidbieij 
the crucifix, as ihe refted her head ufK)!!- 
the other. But how fiiall I fii]^ words to 
defcribe to you the angelic JDeauty of 
her countenance! The fun-beams played 
upon it, and heightened the divine ex- 
preflion that feemed to glow in it. Can 
yoif call back to your mind the Madona 
of Florence? — She was the exa6t copy 
of the artlefs enchanting beauty which i* 
foirrefiftibjy expreffed in that pifture." 

Of the Madona of which the Prince 
fpeaks, the cafe is this : Shortly after 
your departure, the Prince became ac- 
quainted with a painter from Florence,, 
who had been ordered to. Venice to 
paint an altar-piece for a church ; his 
name I do not now remember. He 
brought with him three piftures, which 
he had executed for the gallery, in the 
Canarian Palace. . The fubjefls were a 
Madona, a Heloife, and a Venus in 

difliabille^ 
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^fll^%iltei« Flf6m the exqaifite maMer 
in which they were ail paihted, ^t was 
almoft impoffible to decide which was 
faperior in beauty. - The Prince alone 
^did not hefitate a moment to decide; 
they wei-e fcarcfely put before him when 
the Madona attrafted bis whole atten- 
tion ; in both the othert the genius of 
the painter was admired, but this he 
furveyed with enthufiafm.' He was 
fo enamoured with it^, that he could 
not be perfuaded' to quit it. The artift, 
we could perceive by his countenance, 
enjoyed the judgment of the Prince; he 
had the wit not to feparsate the three 
pictures, and demanded 1 500 feequins for 
them. The Prince offered him half the 
price for, the Madona. '-The artift in- 
fifted upon his demand, and who knows 
what might h^ve happened if he had 
not found a pur<;hafer for his works ,^ 
Two hours 'after, all the three pieces wefe 
gone ; and we have not feen them fince. 

This 
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TUs was the piaure tkft the >f ibcJe 
brought to ills tncfDorjr. 

« I ftood/' he continued,. •' in file* 
admiration. She 4id not ot^erve rjai^^ 
ihe was not difturbed by my suiiyal -, fy 
entirely was (be loft in adoration. She 
prayed to her God and I to her .eyes; 
Quints, altars, or burning t^^rs, had 
never before reminded me that I was 
in a fanduary ; I was feized with enthu- 
fiaiin^ Shall I confefs to 70U, that'l 
beUeved, from that very moment, in the 
influence of the crucifix fhe held in 
her beautiful hand. I read our Saviour's 
anfwer in her eyes. Thanks to her ^ 
charming piety! She painted his true 
character to me. My ideas wandered 
with her's through the ways of heaven. 

*' She rofe, and I fteppi^d afide with^ 
eiabarrafsment ; the noife I made dif* 
covered me. The i^nexpefted appear- 
ance 
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ance of a man alarmed her; I was fear»- 
ful that my boldnefs might offend her ; 
for as {fa^ glanced at me, the beauteous 
fmiles of mnocence and virtue played 
upon her countenance. As (he rofe from 
prayer, i was the firft happy creature 
which offered itfelf to her fight* 

** In an adjoining comer of the chapel, 
I (aw an elderly lady rife from her feat, 
and come towarjds us. I had not ti^l 
then perceived her. She was but a few 
ieps diftftnt fpom me,*andTk) doojbt'had 
i;i'itneired all my actions. ^ i was Ibme- 
iwiiat canfufed--4 caft my eyesais it were 
tUTokintarily on the ground, and tbe^ 
ruflied hy me.'* ' 



<€ 



I looked after* her as (lie pafled 
«long the aifle. The beautiful figure 
was with her-ri-What grace, what ma- 
jefty appeared in all her fteps! She 
was no longer the being that I firft be- 
held j 
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held ; no^ fhe was pofleflled of a thou** 
fand new charms. 1 followed- at a dif- 
tance with trtoibUngfteps, undetermined 
whether I fhould overtake her or not* 
I waited with impatience, to fee if flie 
would beftow upon me another look ;— - 
for the one ihe gave me as fhe pafled 
by was loft upon me. 

'* With what extreme anxiety did I 
expert it ! 

" They ilopped fuddenly, but I was 
not able to fet a foot forwards. The 
elderly lady, who perhaps might be her 
mother, obferved the diforder of her 
hair, and immediately adjufted it. 

*' That donei^ Ihey approached the 
gate. I doubled my fteps — fhe difap-' 
peared by degrees — I could only fee 
the fliadow of her .robe as it floated in 
the 'air. A. flower had fallen from her 

bofom,. 
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bofom, ih#.re turned in hafte to fetch it-r- 
flie once more looked back and— after 
me l-r-whonx elfe could fbe feek in a 
place fo folitary f She appeared as if I 
was no longer a ftranger to her; — but 
flie deferted. me like the flower which 
feemed unworthy to be replaced in her 
bofom. Dear F*** I am alnioft aQiamed 
to own to you with what childilh rap- 
ture I. interpreted that look — that laft 
expreffive look, which was not perhaps 
defigned for me 1" 

. " You may rely upon it, it was." 

. " It i8^fingular,''feid the Prince, aft^r 
a long filence, ^' that we fliould lametit 
the lofs of an objefit we never faw be- 
fore-rbutl feel as if I e^ift only for 
h«r. That ij^ a fingle iupment man 
ihould difpla:y two fuch oppofite charac- 
ters? I look back upoii the happinefs I 
received; yefterday morning with all that 

exquifita 
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exquifite feeling with which. we trace 
the days of childhockl. This pifture 
lives in my remembrance, and forces me 
to acknowledge that it is my god !" 

** RecoUeft, gracious Sir," faid I, "in 
what gloomy thoughtfulnefs your mind 
Was wrajit when this Ide^I Divinity ap- 
peared to you ; the affociation of ideas 
alone, mflamed your imagination. Quit- 
ting the beautiful light of day, and thfe 
tumult of the world, you were fuddenfy 
furrounded by darknefs and filence, im- 
preflfedwith fenfetions- whkh, as you 
confeffed yourfelf, tended to imprefs you 
with melancholy, whiift Ae majefly of 
the !ftru6iure, and the ContempiatiQii of 
beauty in the works of different artifts, 
aided the train of ideas you wei^ fup- 

* pointing. In the mean time, alone and 
folitary, you gave yourfelf up to reflec- 

*tion ; in the midft of your meditations you 
obferve the figure of a female, wbe^ 

• you 
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you did not expe£i.to meet a foul-^^ftill 
more enchanting by a fine form, which 
was heightened by a favourable illumi-^ 
nation of the fetting fun — a fortumite 
fituation, and a captivating difplay of 
piety — what is more likely than thai 
your difturbed fancy deceived you ?" 

** Can memory give back impreflions 
it has never received? In my whole 
country tliere is nothing that I could 
juftly put in comparifon with that pic- 
ture. Entire and unchanged, as in 
the moment of beholding it, it lies in my 
memory ; I can think of nothing but 
that pitlure — and in vain might you 
offer me a whole world for it!" 

" Gracious Pritice, this is love." 

" Muft it then be by a name that I am 
to be made happy? Love! — Do not think 
(o meanly of my feelings as to accufe me 

of 
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6( that which influences a thoufand 
feeble fpuls! Who has ever felt what L 
endure ! Such a being as I am never- 
was in exiftence before! How then can 
you give my fenfations a name ? It is 
a new and (ingular fuffering, originating* 
with her that I adore. — Love ! No, from 
love I am quite fecure !" 

" You fent Biondello, no doubt, to 
find out the path your fair unknown, 
purfued, and to get fome information of 
her — What accounts did he bring you 
back?" 

** Biondello has difcovered nothing. 
He found her at the church gate. An^ 
old well-dreffed man (who had the ap- 
pearance of a citizen from thisxity, and 
-not a fervant) conduced her to the boat. 
Some poor peafants fmiled upon her as 
(lie paffed them, and Ihe rewarded them 
^ith money. By this means one of her . 
3 bands 
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hands became vifiblei it was ornamentedf 
with feveral precious ftones. She faid 
Ibmething to her * companion which 
Biondello did not underftand ; he main- 
tained it to be Greek. She had to walk 
a confiderable diftance to the canaL 
The people -began to colleft round her ; 
fo extraordinary a fight furprized all the 
peafants. Nobody knew her — ^but 
beauty is born a queen. All made way 
for her in an humble fubmiffive manner. 
She let fall a black veil over her face, 
and haftened into the boat. To the 
extent of the channel of the Giudecca 
Biondello kept the boat in fight, but 
could not purfue its courfe farther, 
owing to the concourfe of people.'* 

** Has he not taken notice of the 
waterman V* 

•* He endeavoured in vain to find 
him s for it wias not one of them with ^ 

whom 
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whom he is conne£ted. The poor peo- 
ple of whom he enquired could give 
him no other account, thfin that the 
lady for feveral weeks pail had landed* 
on the fame fpot on a Sunday evening, 
when (he diftributed fome gold pieces 
amongil them. They were Dutch ducats, 
which I difcovered by one that Biondello 
had procured.". 

' " A Greek lady of fortune and rank^ 
as it fliould feem by your defcription. 
That is quite fufficient, gracious Sir,, to 
aid us in a difcovery. But a Greek 
lady and in a catholic church !" 

** Why not ? She may have changed 

her religion. But there is fome thing 

in all this that we do not underftand. 

^ Why does (he come only once a week ? 

' Why only on a Sunday evening, at an 

hour when the church is entirely de* 

Xerted, as Biondello told me? — Next 

Sunday 
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Sunday evening muft decide this. But 
*ill then, my dear friend, affift me in 
Ihe difficult tafk of pafling away the 
time ! Days and hours will elapfe in 
their ordinary courfe, *but are of too 
long duration for a mind like mine." 

** And when that day arrives — ^what 
is to be done?" 

« What is to be done? I fliall fee 
her again. I (hall difcover who (he is, 
and the place of her refidence. Why 
fliould I be unhappy, when I know 
how to alleviate ihy fufFerings ?" 

** But our departure from Venice, 
which is (ixed for the beginning of next 
month?" 

" Could I imagine that Venice con* 
' tained fuch a treafufe J I will not think 
of my pafl: life, but date my exiftence" 
'from this houn" 

VOL. II. c I thought 
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I thought thi^ a favourable oppoi^ 
tunity of keepiiig my word with the 
Marquis, I gave the Prince to uadec^ 
fiand^ that for him tocas^tni^e at Venice 

ia the prelent ftateofom^fi<»tt)Ges»wootd 
by no means be proper $, c«wj that if be 
, prolonged his ftay beyond the term, he 
could not expeS Jth?it bw court would 
fupport him. I now difcovered a fecret 
which till then had been unknown* to 
me^ that he received fuccoufls clan- 
4eftiaely from his i&ttj the reigning 
Princefs of • . . which ihe is vwy willing- 
to hicreefe \f hi^ court ihopld abaodam 
him. This fifter i?a pious fanatic, yoa 
know, and thinks the great favings 
whicl^ Ihe makes ajt a very CBCociom teal 
court, cannot be diCpoHed of better 
than to a brother whofe charaifler fbc 
Athufiaftically venerates. I was con- 
fident Pwietime back» that there exited 
a good underflaqding between them, 
and many letters had been exchanged ; 
- * but 
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%ut as (fee ftince*s owa refoureerts»ere 
&ffickpt to defray his expences, I f^ 
ver owe tfaoA^t of tfusfecrttcbaz&tKii^ 
Ittvras XMrar dear tdiat the Pance fcadf 
^xpcsicesii wiuch wsre iinknown to mei 
^efeftHl remw^aieefiet; aiulifima(f 
eo^luxte (torn Vfhat' I. know of his 
chasafitec, they are, mA of tW nature 
which will di%race him. I wa^ f:er- 
tain now that I had found him out. 
I did not tlieirefoce hefitate to make 
knowo to' hbri. immediately the offer 
of the Marquis^ which, to my great 
caftonflflimeni, was accepled without any 
difficulty. He gaw 'Htift'free fiberty to 
t3ondu£t the bufinefs with the Marquis 
in fuch a manner as I thought beft, 
and then ordered me to difmifs the ufu- 
fer, and write immediately to his filter. 

It was day-break when we feparated. 

This event has made me very uneafy 

for more reafons than one, particularly 

c 2 ^ that 
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HuBt it compels us to prolong our 
flay at Venice. This fudden pSiffion 
for the unknown lady I exped will ra- 
ther be of fervice to him than other- 
wife. She will perhaps be the means 
of ^reclaiming the Prince. I hope it 
wiB BffeGt him in the ordinary way 
with a flight illnefs^ and fo ^eradicate 
his prejudices. 

Earewel, my dear friend. ^ I have 
written this letter on the fpur of the 
moment. The poft is about to. depart. 
You will receive this letter with the 
ibregoing one on the fame day. 



LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

BARON F.., TO THE COUNT O... 

THIS Civitella is one of the moft 
' ferviceable men in the world- 
The Prince had not long left me when 
a note arrived from the Marquis,, in 
which he politely reminded me of my 
promife. I fent him immediately a 
bond, executed by the Prince; for fix 
thoufand zechins ; in. lefs than half an 
hour it was returned, with an inclofed 
di^ught for double the fum. Tlie 
Prince accepted it, but infifted that the 
c 8 bond 
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bond {faauld be given in return^ which 
jvas only for the fpace of fix weeks: 

This whale week has been fpent ia 
enquiries after the myfterious Greek 
lady. Biondello put his machines id 
motion, but all were fruitlefs. He has 
indeed found the waterman ; but he 
could learn nothing farther from him, 
than that he had fet both the ladies 
on fliore upon the Ifland of Murano, 
wheve two chairs waited for them. He 
jfappofed bcr 4o t>t. act Eaglifli kdy, be- 
eaufe (fadrfpoke « forei^ tengua^, 
asid paid him iA gold* He did Jiot 
know her condn£h>r9 bat he appeared 
to him to be a lopkmg-giafs manufiM:* 
turer from Murano. We were now 
convinced that we had not to feefc for 
her in the Ouidecca, and ibfat fh^ ^as 
•probably at home upott the Ifland df 
Murano ; but the misfortune was^ that 
from the defcription which the Prihoe 

gave 
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gave: of ber^ fbe could not b^ known 
by a third perfon. The impaflion'cd 
frenzy which feized him at the moment 
hindered bim fror» obferving her mi- 
nutely. To that to which other people 
would have principally direfted their 
atitentixio, he was quite blind. After 
iitch a ideTcription as hjs^ one might 
iiav!e £il3gfat for her in A'riodo or Taffi> 
with nloiiS' probability than upon a 
Venetian : ifiaiKl. His enquiries mtift 
be made with the:^reateft A^crefy cmd 
precaiudoD, to prevent impeaching the 
virtue of tibe fady ; and as Biondello 
was the 01%: perfon befides the Prince 
vsrho bad feen her through the ^il, and 
therefore could know ber again, they 
iofUgKt together for her in aUpIaces where 
it was tboQght poflible that flie could be* 
The life of this good-tempered man 
was this wedc fpent in traveriing all the 
Afeets of Venice. In the Greek-church 
be flJB^e particular enquhries, but all 
c 4 . to 
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' to no puEpofe ; and the Prince, although 
more and rfibre impatient at every dif- 
appointment, was at lad obliged to 
comfort himfelf till the mext Sunday 
evening. 

His impatience was pitiable. No- 
thing pleafed Jiim— rnothing excited his 
attention. JHis .hours were fpent itt 
anxiety apd . diftrefs ; . he fled from fo- 
ciety, but ithe evil increafed; in folkude. 
He was, never more furrounded by vi- 
ctors than^ he was this week. His 
departure had been announced as near 
^t , band— all prcfled themfelves upon 
J^im. Being obliged to entertain thofe ' 
pi^pple, to avoid all fufpicion, we con- 
trived to occupy his mind in order that 
we' might diflipate his melancholy. In 
.^his fiHiation Civitella hit upon gaming ; 
and. to detain the company, he pro- 
pofed to ftake very high.' In the mean 
time he flattered himfelf that he Ihould 

tempt 
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tempt the Prince to play, which he 
thought would very fooh conquer his 
romantic ideas. This fcheme, although 
hazardous, they knew could not in- 
surer him, as they had it in their power 
to dcfift at any time from playing. 

'* Cards," faid he, "have often pr^ 
vented me from purfuing follies which 
I anticipated, and relieved me from 
refle6ting uponthdf^ I had committed, 

" The tranquillity of mind which a 
pair of charming eyes deprived me of, 
I have very often found again at the 
pharo-table ; and women never had 
half the efFeft upon my fpirits as not 
being enabled to play from poverty." 

I confented, in as far as I thought 

Civitella might be in the right ; but the 

means- which we inftituted began foon 

to become more dangerous than the evil 

c 5 wc 
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we endeavoured toideftray. Tte Prince, 
Viho thought to ttiake the game attr^c*- 
tive by bettiAi^ very high, found very fooi^ 
no bounds to it. He was qu^te out of 
bis <}lemen)t, Wibat he did was with 
apparent indiffereoce, although his ac- 
tions betrayed impatience and uneafi- 
aefe of mind. You know bow indiffe- 
rent he is about mon^), and now be 
became totally infenfible of its value. 
Gold pieces ran away like water. He 
loft almoft upon every card, becaufe he 
played without paying any attention* 
,He forfeited large fums, becaufe he 
ventured like a <iefp)erate unfortunate 
Knam. — Dear O. . . I communicate thf^ 
with an aching heart : in four days we 
had not any <if the twelve tboiufxnd 
zechins. 

Do not reproach me. I acciife my- 
felf £ufficiently. . But couy 1 prevent 
it ? Could I oWigc the Prince to Mea 

to 
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to n^ ? Ctmld I do tQoro than remon- 
firalfe with him ? I did what laid in 
my power: furely I may iky, that I am 
not guilty. 

Civitella alfo loft. I won fix hun- 
-dtod zechins. The. unexampled mis- 
fortune of the Prince was obferved by 
all, and for that very reafon he would 
not abaa^iofi the game. Civitdla, wijDO 
li^kes to (hew his readinefs to oblige 
him^ lent him ioimediat-ely the required 
fums. 

This fcene is clofed, but the Prince 
is indebted to die Marquis twenty-four 
Jlhoofaaid zediin^s. Oh how I long for 
4be fpiHte-491011^ of bis pious iifter ! If 
aU^prtaoes^a^fted thus, my dear friend! 
HislJigkipefs bdiaYes towards the Maiw 
4|ais as if he had ^cme him -the greatedS: 
^nour, and tibus he plays his part ^-ery 
well. 

C 6 Civitella 
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Civitella fought to confole rae, by 
fayiiig, that he ,thought his extraordi- 
nary ill luck would powerfully affift 
in bringing the Prince back again to 
his reafon. 

As for the money, he was not anxi- 
ous about it. He himfelf did not mils 
it-^three times as much was at the 
Prince's fervjce. The Cardinal alfo af- 
fured rae, .that the ^feqtiments of his 
nephew were fincere, and that he was 
always ready to fupport him in them^ 



\. 



The worft was, that thefe extraor- 
dinary facrifices did not at all affe£t 
hiip,' One^ would think the Prince at 
leaft had played with fome intent : but 
it was not fo. The paffion which we 
endeavoured to>deftroy feemed only to 
increafe with bad fuCcefs : when a great 
fum was ftaked, all preffed around his 
chair with expeftation, but his eyc^s 

were 
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were watchbg for Bidiidello, to fteal 
from his looks the news whicb he 
might have for him. Biondello always 
returned unfuccefsful, aiicl he as con- 
tinually loft. 

The money at laft fell into very dif- 
trefled hands. Some pqor noblemen, 
who report fays are fuppdrted by thp 
alms they obtain m the market-place, 
came into the houfe perfe£fc beggars, 
and left it as rich as Jewsi Civitella 
pointed th^m out to me. 

*^ Behold,*' . faid he, " how many 
po^r devils this money, is of fervice 
to ; how comes it then that ^len of 
wit do not direft their attention to 
•fuch pratlices. Thiscircumftancepleafes 
-nie.: it is princely. A great man may 
•fometimes, by. his errors, make people 
happy, and like a bounteous' ftream 

' enrich 
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^Drich the tyeigMx)imng fieliis by oror- 
flowing its bftnks. 

Ci^tefla's i<leas are noble — Bat tte 
Prince owes him twenty-four tboufiuid 
zechins. 

At kft tbe k>Tig-expe£^ed Scmday 
-evening arrived, and my mafier-oiould 
not be prevented from walking in tbe 
afternoon in the *** Church. His 
Aand was taken exactly upon the fame 
fpot in the chapel where he had fcen 
for the firft time the unknown that had 
captivated hira, yet fo that be could 
not immediately be feen by ber. 9km- 
♦del!o was ordered to keep watch neair 
the church gate, and to fi>ri*i a con- 
iie6!tiQEn with tbe attendants of the 
lady. 1 had determined to -ftep, a^ by 
aociderit, into the boat at its petufcn, to 
trace the 'unknown farther, tf the foil 
fcheme fliould not fucceed. At the 
3 place 



( 39 ) 

place wfiei?c fee was, upon tlte report 
of the watertnsm, landed^ we hired twd 
tlmtre, and the Prkice coninianded the 
chamb^lam Z . . . to follow in a fe- 
parage hwt^ and he himfelf wonld 
meet her in the . church, and try his 
fortune there firft. Civitella did not 
aflift us, becaufe he had already ac^ 
quired a bad chara6ter with the females 
at Venice, and therefore he determined 
not to make, the lady miftruft his friend 
by his prefence. You fee, my dear 
Count, that it could not be for want 
of plans, if the beautiful unknown 
efcaped us. 

Never was there offered up in a 
church more fanguine prayers for fuc- 
cefs, nor greater hopes created, and- 
ne'ver was man deceived more cruelly. 
The Prince waited till fun-fet. He trem- 
bled at every nojfe that approached the 
chapel: the creeking of every church- 
4oor »BC£eafed his anxiety. Seven long 

hours 
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hours paired, abd no Greek lady arrived. 
I fay nothing of the ftate of his mind. 
You know well what it is to be difap- 
pointed in the attainment of an obje£t 
for which one h?s fighed f^ven days and 
nights. 
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LETTER VII. 



THE BAROK F. . . T O THE COUNT 
3>*0. . . 



IVr^*'*^^ deirftiend, yon^wtong the 
AN:i goad Biohdelld*' Indeed you en- 
tertain a falfe fufpicion of him. Lgive 
up to your prejudices all Italians^ but 
this mail 18 honed. 

Yoii think it fingular that a man of 
fuchliriUiaDt.' talents; and condu£t with- 
out exarJiplei fliould hire himfelf as a 
fervant, :if he had nt> fecret ends to an- 
fweir; ,and from, that you draw the 
CQUcliiiibn tbat'heris a fufpiciousx:hariac- 
ter. How I Is it then fo extraordinary 

that 
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that a man of talents flicmld make kim» 
felf refpe6ted by a prince, in whofe 
power it is to advance his fortune ? 
Is it difhonourable to fervehim ? Does 
not Biondello clearijr fbcw that his at- 
tachment to the Prince is perfonal? He 
has already vonfeff^d to - ^kn ^ thnt ; he 
has^a particular, fa.Y6iir to alk of him, 
.and which, when known, will undoubt- 
edljr um-avel all the fecret. He per- 
joidps bnr eotcrexil fnib\ bi^ fmria6 ^^Ifi 
fyme paiticuiar view ^.iatit ixngr* it'^n^ 
beimioceirt?': '.•'•'-;-^'- " :• i" •. 

• ■ « . . • ; \ '' ) ' { ^ . . 

It appears firange to yxm tbat ttibis 
Biondello, when you were prefent, did 
BOt.idifpky the ^eot talents la^hioh he 
iKiiur ibems to .l)e. podfeAed of^ That >k 
true, but Ive had liot thfcn an oppoito* 
iiity to diftinguift himfetf? ThePriftce 
did not at that time w^Mtr him, and hi^ 
other qcKiaities were difGOWi^d mi Wfe 
by accident. - ; 

But 
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Bfttt we experienced not liMig ago a 
piwrf of his fioccrity, ivhicK will m- 
inovc all your doubts. The ihrince of 
late has been 1^17 par ticidatljr noticed. 
fiadeKsn^urt are made to obtam a fecret 
knowledge fof bis manner of life, and 
of his aoqmbtsnces. I know not for 
what 7&k{da tbofe cnqiutiei are laade ; 
bat atttend to what Liludt comtmim- 
cote. 

. • . • '^ 

Tbnm is %t St 'George t puUk^himir, 
to which Bondeflo Wteh refints. fie 
may Ikcto ^nne lo«^ tnttrigoe there ibr 
aught i3c?nMr.: BewaBthi^efoffe^xe^al 
days inl^e <compsmy of advocates, nwa 
in^o^e Bnder the government, meny 
brothers and old acquaintances. Thfey 
were equally aftonilhed and rejoiced to 
b^^d hitn again. ^ The former friend- 
(hip was renewed, and every one r*- 
Idted his adventures fince their fepa-^ 
ration; B4otidello«l(b told his. He did 

it 
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it in a few words. They wiflied him joy 
of his new fituation : they had heard df 
the fplendid manner in which the Prince 
lived J .of his liberality in particular to- 
wards his people that knew how to keep 
a fecret ; his acquaintance with the Car- 
dinal A. . . was alfo well known ; and 
his partiality for gaming, &c. &c. Bi- 
bndello ftarted. They told him, that 
lie played his part very well, but they 
faid they knew that he was the fecret 
meflexiger of the Prince. The advocates 
fat on each. fide of him, and the bottle 
was fpeedily emptied. They perfuaded 
him to drink more: he excufedthim- 
feV, and faid that his head would not 
bear much wine; he therefore aSeCted 
to' be intoxicated. 

" Yes," faid one of the advocates 
at laft ; '^ Biondello may underft^nd his 
biifinefs; but he has not yet fini(hed 
his leffon — he is but half a fdholar.'" 

« What 
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« Whatis wanting?" (kid Blondello? 

*^ He underftands one art/* faid the 
man; '^ thaf is^ to keep a fecret; but 
he. is not acquainled with the other, 
which is to get rid of it again with 
profit/* 

*^ Am I likely to find a purchafer 
for it?" alked Biondello. 

The other part or the company left 
the room, and he remained alone with 
his two friends, who now came to 
the point. To make it Oiort, he was 
to give them the means by which the 
Prince becs^me acquainted with the 
Cardinal and his nephew, to difcover 
to them the fources by which the Prince 
received^ and the way he exh^fted bis 
money, and to deliver into their hands 
the letters which were writtan to the 
Count O, . . Biondello appointed to 

meet 
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raeci Atm^ and difcufs k anotli<er time ; 
who it was that induced them to do 
tfafk he could not get fromr tbeHi, but 
concluded, fmih the gr^At oiferstviuch 
Mjr^DC made to him, that it Imift be 
femie. w^aldby^.p^oo wha Comshiffiosi* 
ed them to entice him to this confef*. 
fion. 

Lad night hciii&ffirrered to my ma^ 
ter the whole of this affair. He was 
apid^^ to imprijfori. the advocacbes ; but 
Baoujdello remoiiftr^ed« mad £iid, if 
they were ever to. be at liberty again, 
he fhoulci lofe att his credit wkii 
that ejafs <^ p^opk, md perhaps hisi 
life. Tbefe for^t ©f peoijte all hang 
tocher, and ftaud up for each other. 
He wo^M fooner, he iaid> have the 
high ccyuodjt at Venice for hi$ enem^ 
thatt be looked upon by them a^ a. be-* 
trayer ; said he could mA be fo ufeftil 
to the Priofce^ if he loil the confidence 

\ of 



of thefe people. We tried to conjec- 
ture with whom this curiofity might 
originate. Who is there at Venice 
that can be interefted in knowing what 
my mafter iocoiveg and fpends -y what 
concerns he has with the Cardinal A. • . 
and what I write to you ? Is this a 
fcUeme pf the iPrince . . d. . . ? or is the 
Armoaiaii with us algaia^ > . 
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LETTER VIII 

BARON F... TO THE CO^NT O. • - 

' .; .... » * AUGUST* 

THE Prince abounds in happinefs 
and love. He has found the Greek 
lady; Hear how. this happened. 

A ftranger who had travelled over 
Chiozza, and gave an enchailfing de- 
fcription of that beautiful city, which 
is fituated near the Gulph, made the 
Prince defirous to fee it. 

Yefterday his wiflies w^re put in exe* 
cution ; and to avoid all ; unneceffary 
expence, no other perfon attended him 
but Z. . . Biondello, and myfelf, as he 
travelled incognito. We took places 

in 
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in a boat that ufuaUy failed to that placa 
with company. The , fociety was not 
very feleft, and the voyage far firOift 
being agreeable* . . - . . 

Chiozza is built upon piles^ Kfce Ve- 
nice, and has about forty thoufand in- 
habitants in it. You meet there very 
few people of diftin£Jioh, . the ftrc'ets 
are crowded with filhermen and failots. 
He who wears a wig Juad a niantle, is 
called a rich man; lappels and? veils are 
the iign of poverty. Th« city itfelf is 
handfome, but to admire it,, you muft 
not have fcen Venice; ; 

The waterman/ who had more paf- 
fengers to carry, was obliged to be 
quick in his return to Venice, and no- 
thing at Chioz^ particularly attraQed 
the notice of the Prince. The veffcl 
was full when we arrived. As the Com- 
pany was rather trouhlefome on our 

VOL. II. D paffage 
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lyaflTage there^ we hired a (eparate room 
for our better accommodation. The 
Prince enquired, who were the other 
palTengers ? A Dominican, was the 
anfwer, and feveral ladies. My mailer 
was not at all curious to fee them, and 
immediately went to liis room. 

The Greek lady was the fole oh- 
jtet of <mr difcDurfe on our pafiage, and 
it was the fame on our return. The 
Princ^e repeated his adventure in the 
Ivigheft tranfports of delight ; the time 
was pafiedin forming plans, and then re- 
jefting them j till before we were aware 
of it, Venice was in fight. Some of 
the paffengers left the veffel, the Do- 
minican was amongft them. The wa- 
terman went to the ladies, who, as we 
now learned, had been only feparated 
from us by a thin partition. He a(k- 
ed them, where he fhould land them^ 
^ Upon the ifland of Murano," was 

the 
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the anfwer. — ^ The ifland of Murano !'* 
cried the Prince, as the fudden tranfport 
of joy fhot through his foul. Before I 
could make him any anfwer, Biondello 
mlhed in. 

*' Do you know with whom we have 
travelled?" — ^The Prince darted up — 

« Is (he here?'' 

" Yes, (he is,'* continued Bion- 
dello. " I am juft come from her con^ 
duaor." 

The Prince ru(hed out of the room. 
A thoufand fenfations overpowered his 
mind. He was feized with a fudden 
trembling : a death-like palenefs fpread 
itfelf over his countenance* I burned 
with expe6tation. It is impolTible for 
me to defcribe to you our fituation. 

D 2 The 
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The boat (lopped at Murano. TIte 
Prince jumped uppn the fliore. She 
. came, I perceived, from the Prince's 
countenance, that it was flie. Her ap- 
pearance did not leave any doubt of 
the faft. A more beautiful figure I 
never faw: the flattering defcriptions the 
Prince had given of her, were fully rea- 
lized. A blufli of fatisfadlion was fpread 
over her face, when flie beheld the 
Prince. She mull have overheard our 
whole converfation, and could not 
doubt but that Ihe had been the fub- 
je£l of it. She gave her attendant a 
fignificant look, which feemed to fay. 
This is he ! and with an artlefs em- 
barraflment fhe caft her eyes upon the 
ground. A fmall board was placed 
from the fliore to the fliip, on which 
flie had to walk. She feemed anx;ious- 
to lands but although flie affedled ti- 
midity, it appeared to arife more from 
a defire to be afllfted, than the dan- 
ger 
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ger of croffing the plank. The Prince 
ftretched out his arm to affift hen • 
Neceffity overcame etiquette. She ac- 
cepted his hand, and leaped upon the 
ffiore. The fudden agitation of the 
Prince made him uncivil; for he for^ 
got the other lady, who waited for 
the fame aft of politenefs — And what 
would he not have forgotten hi th^t 
moment? I at laft rendered her that 
fervice, and deprived myfelf of the 
pleafure of obferving how the interview, 
which took place between my miafter 
and the lady, afFefled her. 

He ftill held her hand in his ; and, L 
believe, without knowing Aat he did 
fo. 

^ '^ It is not the firft time, Signora, 
that— that— ." He hefitated. 

D 3 " I ought 
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" I ought to remember/' flie lifped. 

•* In the church," faid he, 

'* In the churcl)/' faid {he. " Yes,. 
it was there." 

" And could I flatter myfelf to-day — 
fo neat." 

Here flie drew her • hand foftly out 
of his. He recovered himfelf imraedt ' 
ately. Biondello, who in the mean 
time had fpoken with the fiervant^ canae 
to his aiTiftance. 

" Signora," he begsm, ^ the ladies 
ordered their chairs to be waiting for 
them at a certain time, but we have 
arrived here fooner than was expeSed. 
Here is a garden in the vicinity, where 
you may retire to avoid the tumult." 

The 
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iThe propofal was accepted, and you 
indy judge- with what delight the- 
Prince accoippaiiied her. They re- 
mained in the garden till late in the 
evening. It fell to my lot, affifted by 
Z. . . to entertain the old lady, that 
the Prince might remain undifturbed 
with his beloved. He made good ufe 
of his time, for he obtained permiffioo; 
to pay her a vifit. He is now'theref^ 
As foon as he returns, I fhall know 
more of the matter. 

Yefferday, when we came home; we 
found the expefted remittances from 
our court, but accompanied by a let- 
ter, which affefited my matter very 
much. He is recalled by it, and in a 
tone which he has not been accuftomed 
to, He has anfwered it contemptu- 
oufly, and intends to prolong his (lay 
here. The remittances are juft fuffi- 
n 4 cient 
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cient to pay the intereft of the ca- 
pital which he owes. We look fot 
an anfwer from his lifter with great 

anxiety. 
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LETTER IX. 

BARON F. . . TO THE COUNT O. . . 

SEPTEMBER* 

THIE Prince has had a quarrel with 
his court : all our refources from 
thence are cut off. ' 

The fix weeks, which were limited 
for my matter to have paid the debt 
due; to the Marquis are elapfed, we 
have received no remittances, from his 
coufin, whom he earneftly foKcited to 
affift him> neither have we had any 
from his fifter: You may eafily ima- 
gine that CititeHa^ does net remind 
him of his enga:gement ; but the faith- 
ful memory of , the. Prince continually 
_D 5 impofes 
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impofes upon him the idea, that he is 
ftill the Marquis's creditor. Yefterday 
came letters from the reigning Count. 

We had juft concluded a new con- 
traft with the matter of our hotel ; and 
the Prince hjad openly declared, that he 
interided to protrafl his ftay in Venice. 
Without fpeaking a word, he gave me 
the^ letter. His eyes darted fire : to me 
liis countenance was a fufficient indka- 
tion of the contents. 

Should you imagine, dear O.. . that 
ibey are at *** Informed of all my 
mailer's connedions; and that calumny 
has been very buiy in inventing falfe^ 
boodfi to defi&me him i 

They had heard with difplealure, it 
is faid m the tetter, that the Rrinee 
had^imt fopported bis former charac- 
ter, but kad purfued a condua; which 

was 
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was in total contradi£lion to his f<»^ 
mer praife-worthy manner of thinking. 
They affirmed, that he rioted with wo- 
men, and was addi£led to gaming in 
an extravagant manner; that he was 
kiYoIyed Jn debt ; that he ftudied pfa}r- ^ 
fiognomy, and fought aftar conjurors; 
that he held fufpicious correfpondence 
with prelates, and that he poffeffed a> 
faoufehold, which was more than his 
income could fapport* They had eren. 
been affuredy that his intention was, to 
compleat Im bad eondu£^ by turning 
an apoftate, and embraeing Ibe Romaa 
Catholic Delfgioa; and, ta exculpate 
hiadielf fr^om the lafi ierious aecnfatioii, 
they expe£led he Would immediately 
return* . A banker at Venice, t^ whom 
he was direSed to deliver in the a- 
mount of his debts, vwts authorized, . 
immediately after )iis departure, to fa- 
tisf^ his creditors; for> under ckcum- 
ftances fo unpleafant, they did notthink . 
».6 it 
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it fafe to truft the money in his owbi 
hands.' 

What accufations! and in what an 
.artful manner alledged! I took the 
letter, and read it over a fecond time — 
I .endeavoured to palliate the ofFerice, 
but I did not fucceed. 

Z . . . now reminded me of the fe- 
cret inquiries which had been made by 
the Advocates. The time, the con- 
tents, all circumftances agreed. We 
had falfely attributed them to the Ar- 
menian. Now it was clear from whom 
.they were derived.. Apoftafy! — But 
whofe intereft can it be to calumniate 
my matter in fuch an execrable manner ? 
I fear it h a -piece of mifchief invented 
by the Prince ... d... who will fol- 
low it up, to get my mafter frbm Ve- 
nice. 

He 
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He remained filent^ with his eyes 
: fixed upon the ground. His counte- 
nance made me tremble- I threw my- 
felf at his feet. 

^* For Heaven's fake, gracious Prince,'^ 
I exclaimed, " do not think of it fo 
ferioufly. You fliall, you will, have the 
greateft fatisfafilion. Leave the bufi- 
nefs to me. Send me there, for it is 
beneath your dignity to go perfonally 
to juftify yourfelf againft fuch vile ca- 
lumnies: permit me to do it. The ca- 
lumniator muft, he fhall, be named, and 
the eyes of the . . . muft be opened.'* 

In this fituation Civttella found us : 
he afked, with aftonifhment, the reafon 
of our embarraffmerit. . Zv . . and I 
were filent. The Prince, who never 
made any diftin£iion between him and 
us, was now too much agitated in his 
mi^d to aft prudently on this occafion^ 

and 
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and commanded us to communicate to 
him the contents of the letter. I he- 
fitated, but the J^rince fnatched it from 
my hands, and gave it to the Marquis, 
himfelf. 

" I am your debtor. Marquis,*' he 
began, after he had finiflied the letter, 
" but kt that give you no uneafinefe. 
AJlow me but a refpite of twenty days^, 
and you (hall be paid." 

^ Gracious Prince T^ exclaimed Ci-^ 
vitella, with feeling and furprize, -^ do > 
I defervethis?" 

** You did not choett ta remind me 
of my engagement. I know your deli-, 
cacy in this noatter, and thank yauforr 
your liberality. In twenty days, as I. 
&kl tefore, you ihall be pakl.'^ 

♦*What. 
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'' What Is the mtskmog of all this ?'' 
faid Civitella with anxiety. " Explain 
to me this myftery. i cannot compre- 
hend it/' 

We gave him all the tnformatkm in 
our power/ He fell into a rage. The 
Prince^ he (aid, mufl infift upon fatls- 
fa£tion : the ofiS^nce is infamous. In 
the mean time, he conjuFjDd the Praoce 
to make ufe of his property and credit 
as if they were his own. 

The Marquis left u$, and the Piruice 
iftill continued iHent. He walked wil3:i 
hafty fteps up and down the room : 
fomething of an extraordinary nature 
feemed, to opprefs his fenfo- At laft 
he flood ftill, and murmured incohe- 
rentjy-n-" Wifli yourfclf happinefs — at 
nine o'clock he died." 

We 
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We looked at him withliorror: 

" Wilh yourfelf happinefs," he con- 
tinued. " Happinefs— ^Did he .not fay 
fo? What was it that he meant by 
thefe word's?" . 

" Why do you now repeat that fool- 
rfh admonition?" I exclaimed. "What 
has this to do with it ?" 

** I could not then underftand what 
the Armenian meant by that expreflion. 
Now I comprehend him. Oh, it is 
intolerably hard to have a mafter over 
one!" 

" MydeareftFrincel" 

" Who can make me experience it?! 
— ^Ah !^ it muft be cxquifitel" ^ ' 

He 
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He flopped again. There was in his 
countenance a wildnefs refembling infa- 
riity. I never before had feen him fo 
much agitated. 

" The moil miferable among the 
people/' he continued, " or the next 
Prince to the throne ! are the fame. 
There is but one diftinQion among men 
— to obey or to govern J' 

He once more looked into the letter. 

" You have feen the man," he con- 
tinued, " who has ventured to write 
thus to me. Would you falute him in 
the ilreet, if fate had not made him 
your mafter? By Heavens f there is 
fomething wonderfully great about the 
wearer of a crown 1*' 

He continued fpeaking in this un- 
intelligible manner for fome time, and 

many 
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many of his words I dare not commit^ 
to paper. But the Prince has dii^ 
covered to me a circumftance^ which 
involved me in furprize and anxiety^, 
and which may probably ere long lead 
to- bad confequences. We were igna- 
rant of the family**circumftances at the 
court of • . • imtii now.*' 

The Prince anfwered the letter upon: 
the fpot, though I oppofed it with vio*- 
lience» apd the manner in which be has 
done it will, in all probability, prevent a. 
reconciliation^ 

You will aifb be defiro\u, dear Q. . «. 
to hear fomething about the Greek la- 
dy. I can fay but little upon 1;hat fub-» 
je£t, as I am. not able at prefent to learn 
any thing latisfaftory concerning her. 
The Prince difclofes nothing,.becaufe he 
is, no doubt, bound to fecrefy, as L 
prefume, by his word of honour. But 

(he 
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ihc is not the Greek lady that we fu|>- 
pofed. She is a German, of noble 
extraftion. It is reported, that flie has 
a mother of rank, and alfo that (he is 
the fruit of an illicit conneftion, of 
which much was faid in Europe. Clan- 
dertine purfuits, it is faid, have forced 
her to feek refuge' at Venice, and thefe 
alfo are the reafons why (he avoids 
fociety, and fecrets herfelf in a private 
dwelling, where it would have been 
impoffibte for the Prmce to have dif- 
covered her. The veneration with which 
the Prince fpeaks of her^ and certain 
traits which he obfervcs in hei con- 
dua, feem to authorize this prefmnp- 
tion. 

He is paffionately fond of her, and 
his attachment increafes every day. In 
the firft outfet, the vifits were not re- 
peated very often ; however, the fe- 
cond week the interval was fliortened, 

and 
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and now not a day paffes without the 
Prince's beiqg there, r. We are not able 
to fee him fometimes fcfr whole even-^ 
ings together; and even, if he is not 
in her fociety, (liei.is the only obje£l 
that occupies bis attention. His na/- 
ture feems to be changed. He walks 
about like a madman : he is inattentive 
to every thing that formerly interefted 
him. 

. What will be the confequence, dear- 
eft friend, I cannot imagine. The quar- 
rel with his court has thrown my mafter 
into the degrading fituation of being 
dependent upon^an individual, the Mar- 
quis Civitella. He is at prefent mafter 
of all our fecrets, and perhaps our 
fate. Will he always think fo nobly 
as he does at prefent ? Will this good 
underftanding be of long duration? and 
is it right to give fo much power and 

con-. 
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confequence to a n}an, let him be ever 
fo excellent a charafter ? . 

A letter has been difpatched to tbe 
iifter of the Erince. The iffue of it I 
hope to communicate to you in my next 
lelter. . 



LETTER 
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LETTER X, 

THE COUNT O,., IN CONTINUATION. 

BUT this promifed letter never ar- 
rived. Three whole months paffed 
over, before I obtained any further ac- 
counts from Venice ; an interruption 
which is explained in the fequel. All 
the letters of my friend to me had been 
fupprefled. You may guefs the fitua- 
tiort of my mind, when I, in the month 
of December, obtained the following 
writing, which mere accident (Bion- 
dello's illnefs) brought to my hands. 

** You do not write. You do not 
anfwer. — Come — Oh, come upon th^ 
wings of friendfliip. Our hope is gone. 

Read 
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Head this with refolution. Afl our 
iiope is gone. 

*^ The Marquis's wound is mortal; 
The Cardinal cries for reyenge, and his 
aflaffins feek the Prince's life. My 
mailer — Ohj my unhappy maHer! Is 
it come to this? Unworthy, terrible 
£aite ! We muft fly like criminals from 
the poniards of fliiirderers. 

- ** I write to yon from the Convent 
***, where the Prince has taken re- 
fuge. He is lying afleep upon a mat- 
trafs by my fide. Alas! it is the flum- 
ber of exhaufted nature, which will 
foon again refign him to the horror of 
new fufFerings. During the ten days 
that {he was ill, no lleep clofed his 
eyes. I was prefent at the difleftion 
of the body. They difcovered traces 
of poifon. To-day flie will be buried. 

^ Alas, 
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*^^ Alas, dear O.. . my heart is almoft 
broken. I was witnefs to a fcene that 
never will be rooted from my memory. 
I ' flood by her. dying bed. She expired 
with divine" refignation, and her laft 
words hailed her beloved to accom- 
pany her to the throne of heaven. AH 
our refolution. forfook us; the Prince 
alone was firm and coUetled -, and though 
he muft have fufFered almoft beyond 
defcription, yet he had fortitude enough 
to refufe. the pious fanatic her laft 
prayer. 

In this was inclofed the foJlowing. 



TO THE PRIiTCE . . . FROM HIS SISTER* 

" The religion which the Prince 
*** has embraced, will not let him 
want the means to continue his prefent 

mode 
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mode of life which is to be attributed 
to that alone. I have tears and prayers 
for an unfortunate, but no more bene- 
fits for one unworthy of them." 

hi;nrxette. 

I fet off immediately, and travelling 
nigKt and day, in the third week I 
arrived at Venice. My hafte was of 
no confequence. I went to comfort 
an unhappy being; but I found one 
who did not want my feebte afiiftance. 

F . . . was very ill, and was not to 
be fpoken with, when I arrived ; they 
gave me, however, the following note r 

** Return, dear O . . . to where you 
came from. The Prince does not want 
your affiftance nor mine. His debts 
are payed, the Cardinal confoled, and 
the Marquis reftored. Do you remem- 
ber the Armenian, who entrapped us 

VOL. II. - E > ' laft 
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laft year so., dex,terov«fly ?* la hk ppwer 
you'll fii|di the Priac^;* wha-haa thef^ 
five days attended m^fs.." 

Notw^thft^nding this, I ^yaited upon 
the Prince, but was refufed admittance. 
On the bed' of my ftiendb, how^ven, I 
heard tlie foljowing ej^traprdiiiftry hi^ 
toiy. 

After taking my lodgings, not far 
from: the Prkice's, hotel, I was obliged' 
to wait a long time' before I could 
fpeak.wath. my friend F . . . He. was 
indispofed with a- fever,, and the phy- 
fician- that attiendbd him- defpaired of 
his recovery. My fituation was afflift- 
ing^ in the extrcpj©^ ; for . I beheld the 
Prince, as it wer/^^ upon the verge qf. 
a moftv terrible afeyfe,.. and my friendl' 
F . . . on the'brkJtof thegr^ve.. VL^Xr 
raffed, almoft to de^th.,w4th- mi^f^fr 
tuiiejs, I refolvi^d^j at all. events, to; 
1 fpeak 
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fpeak once more with the Prince ; buf 
I found, after feveral ineffeftual at- 
tempts, that it Was in vain 5 and the 
laft- vifit I made I Was difmifled with 
the following intimation : 

" That the Prince was not to be 
fpoken to by me, and that it was alone 
owing to his former attachment for me 
that I ftiir enjoyed my liberty." 

Blondfello, who told me this, added 
to the weight of his information, by 
his ferious arid ftrongly marked counte- 
nance. I was not able to make him 
any anfwer, but felt my knees fhake 
littder me, aild my lips quiver in a con- 
vulfive manner. I went immediately 
to my lodgings, and, almbft infenfible 
with apprfehenfiori, threw myfelf into 
an arm chair, and endeavoured to dif- 
pel the gloom of ianticipation that hung 
over me. A noife brought me at laft 
E 2 to 
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to myfelf ; I looked up and faw the 
phyfician who attended F . . . {land- 
ing before me, whom I had not heard 
enter the room during my perplexity, 

" I like to be myfelf the meffen- 
ger of happy news," faid he to me, 
" and I come to announce to you, that 
your friend F . . . finds himfelf fo much 
recovered, that he is able to converfe 
without difficulty, and wiflies to fpeak 
to you 'y the caufe of his ilhiefs feems 
to be entirely removed, but you muft 
expeft to fee him weak, and rather 
low." ^ . • 

I did not fuffer him to proceed ia 
his fpeech, but wrapt myfelf up in a 
cloak, and haftened to congratulate my 
friend upon his recovery, with as much 
fatisfaftion as if the welfare of millions 
had depended upon my walk. 

'' Oh ! 
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" Oh ! How much have I iighedl 
after you, my dear O . : '." faid he with 
a feeble voice, as he preffed my haad to 
his breaft ; " but the phyfician conjured 
me, until now, to avoid all fenfations.'* 

I looked at him. He was lying be- 
fore me the pi£lure of death. ^A tear 
ftarted from my eye ; I could not fup- 
prefs it ; he obf^ved it. 

" I thank you, my friend, for this 
lincere proof of aiFe£lion ; it convinces 
The that my lofs will not be indifferent 
to you." 

*^,Speak not of your death," faid I, with 
concern, " the phyfician affures me he 
has removed your complaint, and that 
in a little time you will be, \Yell again . 

**'Aye," he replied, with a deep figh, 

** he has repeatedly faid fo, but I think 

E S the 
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the conti^ry. My internal feelings prove 
to n>e that I cannot exift long in this 
world." 

He funk back on his pl|k)w. A cold 
fweat flood upon his forehead. His 
fpeech became fainter by degrees ; but 
I collefted (iifficient to underftand, that 
he fufpe£led fom^ one had poifoned 
him, for that he ^nd myfelf had been 
fufpefted for fome time of having ma- 
licioufly and fecretly calumniated Ae 
Prince at court. TTiis accounted for 
the cold and unfriendly treatment.! hgd 
lately received from the Prince 3 and 
the very thought of being fubjeft to fo 
powerful an enemy threw me into a 
ftate of melancholy. I looked back 
upon my conduft, and tried to recol* 
left any circumftance that might throw 
fome light upon the matter, but in 
vain. In the midft of thefe refleftions 
F . . . awaked, which aroufed rac from 

my 
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my lethargy. His fkft word ts^as to 
entreat me to be fecrct as tx) what he 
had difcovtrred refpefting himfelf, and 
perfuaded me, fearfol that a fimilar lot 
would befadl me, to abfent myfelf im- 
mediately after his death from Venice. 
He added, with a fmile, 

" See me laid in my grave firft, for 
I wilh very much to receive, that laid 
fcrvice from the hand of a friend whom 
I affe£lionately love." 

I embraced him, and bedewed his 
death-pale cheek with tears. 

** I forgive thofe/' he faid, *' who 
are the caufe of my death s it will not 
be painful to me ; and, as you have 
not deprived me »of your prefence in 
my laft hours, I owe you the greateft 
thanks." 

E 4- A long 
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A long paufe enfued ; — aftet that 
F . . .related to. me as follow?. I have 
collected into a narrative the fentences 
which he fpdke at intervals, and added 
what I extorted' from him by queftions ; • 
for his feeblenefs did not permit him 
to fpeak in a continued feries. I alfo 
V^as often obliged to affift hin:i on ac- 
count of the defeft of his memory, 
as far as it could be done by queftions. 
I muft be permitted to introduce him 
fpeaking here, becaufe of all that I. 
communicate, nothing is done by me 
but the chronological arrangement. I 
have indeed given myfelf the trouble 
to ufe his own Itlnguage, which I am 
enabled to do, as I had my pocket- 
book always in my hand, and careful- 
ly noted down every thing which I 
thought would flip from my memory. 

" I begin," faid^F ... " my ftcfry 
from that period, when my^ letters to 

• you 
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you were intercepted. . By the laft of 
them * you know, that the Prince had 
fallen out with his court, and had no- 
thing more to expeft from thence^ 
His fifter did not write to him, and 
left us for the fpace of two months in 
an anxious ftate of uncertainty, when 
the letter, which I inclofed for you 
laft, arrived. It threw the Prince into 
the moft horrid ftate of diftrefs. His 
debt to Civitella was very much in- 
creased, and his expences were not in 
the leaft diminiflied ; and we found 
there was not any probability of main- 
taining the fyftem much longer, — 

*' I muft confefs to you, that at that 
period I feldom enjoyed a happy hour. 
In the moft fplendid entertainments I 
was folitary, and funk in deep reflec- 

*'That from the month of September. See 
Ae foregoing. 

E 5 tion.. 
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tion. Z . . . contented himfelf as well 
as he couW. If he was not obliged to 
be at home, from neceffity, he feldom 
ftaid with me i and if at any time I 
mentioned the fubje^l of our diilre(^ 
to him, he never Bdened to me, but 
anfwered, that lie did not choofc to 
interfere in his mafter*s concerns. I 
had no friend left ; and from you I re- 
ceived no anfwers to my letters. The 
IVince was feld<wn to be feeh, being 
in gene/al occupied with Biondello, 
upon the management of his intrigues. 
He muft have had no other thought 
than that of vifiting the Greek lady, 
for he had already promifed four times 
to the Marquis to pay him ; but, in- 
ftead ol that, he borrowed frefti fumst. 
You kjiow formerly, with what ftri^ 
punftuaKty he performed a promifc; 
but at that period he was completely 
inattentive to it. 



It 
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** It wa^ as if every thing exifted only 
for him, and that he hod the fole right 
to command it. ^e Marquis ftill 
continited the generous unintei^ed 
friend of the Prince^ who (hidied his 
wiftes, before tliej came to maturity^ 
oind fought, with unremitdng 2eal, to 
&tisfy him in every particular. In his 
hands, I may fay, our fate refted ; and 
yet he knew how to give his oondn^ 
fuch a colour, that an indifferent per- 
fon would have thought his exiftence 
Impended \i{x)n a "fingk krok from the 
PrincCi 

" Thus flood tbd affiar, when tte 
Prince one evening canrf home_ yciy 
kte from the Bucentauro. He brought 
a book with him ; the contents of 
which he was fb; afixibus to be ac- 
quainted with, that, "during the time 
he was undreffing, he defired ine to 
readitoUtateudterhims forBiondelte, 
B 6 on 
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on whom this honour was u(uall)r con- 
ferred, under the pretext of indifpofi'- 
tion, which he had compT;uoed of for 
fourteen nights, had vbeen difnaiffed to 
go to bed. At laft the Prince retired 
to reft, and being unable to repofe 
until the book was fimftied, I was 
obliged to fit upon the fide of his bed 
and continue my talk. He lifteded 
veiy attentively, as he fupported his 
head upon his right arm. 

'' The clock in the fte^ple of St- 
Mark's church ftruck one,* at that 
inftant both the candles, which flood 
before me upon the table, were ex- 
tinguiflied. We heard it thunder, which 
in a few minutes became fo violent, 

*. The Count O . . . has probably given here 
the hour in which this happene;clj according to 
our reckoning of time; in Venice, and other 
provinces of Italy, ibey h^gin to coaht the hours 
Som MKT, at the.begb|»iDg of the oigM, 

that 
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that the houfe feemed to (hake under 
u&'y quick flaihes of lightning iUumi* 
oated our room, and ioHDediately all 
the windows and doors burft open. 



" Beioarey Prince ! that thou 
not fiain thy hand with bloody'' cried a 
hollow frightful voice-^Again it thun- 
dered and lightned, after which a fo- 
lemn ftillnefs reigned for fome time. 

^^ Is this a dream ?** — crie4 the Priqce, 
after a paufe. 

^' I did not make any anfwer, and 
was in doubt whether I fliould quit 
the room or not. In the mean time, 
BiqndeUo ruflied in. 

" For God's fake, what i^ the mat- 
ter?'* he exclaimed with trepida- 
tion y but, withQUt waiting for an 
anfwer, he took the wax candles from 

the 
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the table > and brought them back 
lighted. He was half dreifed, and 
appeared fo dreadfully frightened^ that 
I became very much alarmed for 
him. Obferving that the Prince had 
not received any injury, he feemed in 
Ibme meafttre coinforted. 

*' The Prince aiked him if he had heArd 
any thing ? He anfwered in the affirina- 
tive, and his relation accorded exaftly 
with what \<e had heard ; however, he 
did not fee any lightning. He was not 
afleep, and for that reafon his evidence 
efieftuaJly proved, that our imagina- 
tions had not deceived us. Biondello 
received order& to go to bed again, and 
the Prince commanded him to obferve 
the ftrifteft filence as t<J what he had 
heard and feen. 

, " What do you think of this ?^* faid 
the Prince, as foon m he was gone. 

« I muft 
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** I muft own to.you^ gracious Rince, 
that this event has almoft deprived me 
of my fenfes. 

*^ Confefs, that you will not willing* 
ly believe it to be a miracle, becauie 
you know that I hold them in con- 
tempt/' 

" And yet I know not how to explain 
it in a natural way. 

** We have read ftfange things in 
the book 5 how, if our fancy (hould have 
play'd us a trick ?" 

But that we both heard one and the 
&me thing, that the candles in the 
mean tkne were extinguiftied at the 
feme moment, and doors and windows 
burft open, is certain i and jBiondello 
has heard the fame ? 

'^That 
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" That might, perhaps^ be explain- 
ed. The windows burft open becaufe 
they were not fattened ; the door from 
the fame caufe ; the preffure of the air 
became then ftronger, arid the thorough 
draft put out the. candles."* 

But the words we heard — the light- 
ning — the thunder ? 

" I afcribe them to imagination." 

But could imagination work upoi> 
three different perfons exaftly^at the 
fame time, and in the fame manner ? 

*' If all our ideas turn to ,the fame 
point, why not?— Have you never 
heard, that whole fqcieties, have been 
deceived in the fatne manner ? To 
what caufe elfe can we afcribe the ex- 
iftence of fo many fanatics ?*' . 

I allow 
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I allow this ; but BiondcUo's ideas 
coiild riot furely be fimilar to ours, and 
yet-^ 

*^ It is poffible. Have you not 
heard that he was lying awake in his 
bed, and in all probability liftened to 
every thing that was faid. Only a thin 
wainfcot feparates his room from mine, 
and yoiu befides, read with a very 
loud voice ?" 

I became filent, not becaufe I was 
convinced, but becaufe I did not like to 
contradift him ; for his countenance 
proved to me that he was angry at my 
difputing the. queftion with him. He 
feemed fatisfied, biit the recoHeftion 
of what had paffed baniftied fleep froni 
my eyes. 

The following day was deftined for 
a grand feaft, which was given in 

honour 
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honour of the Prince of St. Benedetto. 
AH that Venetian fplendor sycid p!ea- 
fure could invent wa^ united here. It 
was to conclude with a very brilliant 
mafquerade-ball. A valet-de-chamber, 
whom the Prince a fhort time ago took 
into his fervice, bccaufe he faved his 
life^ remained alone at home ; whilft 
myfelf and the Prince's whole houfe- ' 
hold, Biondello not excepted^ who for- 
got his complaints to join the ptrty^^ 
went to the; entertaitiment. The Prince 
was pleafed with his attention* to much 
the more, becaufe, in fpite of his in- 
difpofition, he infifted upon going in 
fuch a manner, that the greateft love 
for his Prince could only have induced 
him. In the mafk of a Bramin he fol- 
lowed him every where, at a little dis- 
tance, like his (hadow. I did not 
fufFer him to go out of my fight, be- 
caufe I expected f<mie|3iing might take 
{^ce, that might tead to a difcovefjr 

of 
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of the niyfterk>B8 waroiog we had 

heard the fiwegoing night; to which 

ground J atfo attributed the foncfight of 

Biondello. My conjedure was hfit 

too well founded. The croud of maiks 

which were prefent, left little room in 

the fpacious hall for the dancers ; thus, 

they were rather crouded. The Prince, 

in endeavouring to pafs fome one in 

great hafte, tore a part of his garment. 

He was obliged to leave the. hall im-, 

mediately to repair the accident. Bion- 

dello conduced him into a fide room, 

and I followed. H6ture to yourfelf our 

aftonifliment, when we beheld, in a 

recefs, the Greek lady and Civitella 

upon a fofa, in an amorous fituation. 

Not one of us was able to utter a word. 

The Prince feemed thunderftruck : his 

eyes rolled wildly* in his head, and the 

mufcles of his face became conviilfive. 

The couple apparently did not obferve 

us. Before we could prevent him, the 

Prince 
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Prince feized a dagger, which laid upon 
a table, and ruftiing towards Civitella 
laid him bleeding at his feet. The 
Greek lady ran with loud (hrieks into 
the hall 

" For God's fake, fave yourfelf gra- 
cious Prince," exclaimed Biondello, 
" lofe not a moment'*. At that in- 
ftant he laid hold of the Prince, who 
was quite (lupiHed, and hurried him 
away through a fide-door. Ihaftened 
after them. Scarcely was the door 
clofed, when we heard , a great noife 
in the room. In their embarraffment 
they. had probably forgotten to purfue 
us ; we therefore made our efcape. 
The Prince wifhed to go to his hotel, 
but Biotidello prevented him, and 
added, that he could not be fecure 
there. The powers above * punifh very 

rigor- 

* This expreflion, or, in his language, quei in 
alto, the Venetians ufe as a name for the tribunal 

of 
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rigoroufly any one that attacks a mafk ; 
and in fpite of his rank, he was in doubt 
whether they would not to-morrow 
morning fend after him one of their 
Fante^s^ which might have very bad 
confequences. He promifed to con- 
duft him to a place of fecurity till the 
affair could be fettled. Biondello walk- 
ed before us with hafty fteps ; we fol- 
lowed him very clofe, and I muft con- 
fefs, with great dread and anxiety. The 
apparition' played upon my fancy fo 
much, that I faw at every ftep figures, 
which feemed to me all armed with 
daggers. From the prince's counte- 
nance, I eafily 'could perceive, that he 
was alfo very much difcoufaged. Not 
one of us fpoke a word. Like fugitive 

of the Inquifition. A Venetian is fo afraid of 
that word, that he makes ufe of it only in cafes 
of great ncceffity — and fpeaks of this tribunal with 
the higheft veneration and beating heart. 

* Anofficer of this tribunal. 

criminals 
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cntttifiais* we fioie thwragh' this priva4fe 
pa^fllageii and bye flteets. We were 
fortimabe. enough to meet, neai» Sf. 
Sanmeky a boat,, which, to all appear- 
amce, feenied> waiting for us*. We ffep- 
ped intio k : fiiondello command^ed- the 
boatman to row into the Scftier of Cctf- 
teUoy and to land uS' near St\ Framifco 
delict Vignay a Fmncifcan conv«it. We 
^ided like lightning through' the water. 
Houfes and fteeple^ that bordered the 
river foon vanifhedifrom our fight. The 
moon, flione with beautiful fplendor ; 
and, at intervals, we heard the diffa'nt 
oais as they daflled into th^eHream'; the 
melancholy fong of the Bnrcaroh;^— 

' rihall 

* Barcarole are a kind of watermen. They fing 
for entertainment^ whilft they arc- lying, folitaiy 
m their boats, expe6ling,cuilom6rs. They kno^ 
by heart many pailag^s of the poets, and add- to 
them muflc of their own conopofitloAy vrbieh they* 
endeavour to make adequate to the words. One 
is heard to begin^ another^ who perhaps does 

not 
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I &all never forget tlu impreffion that 
nig^ made upon my mind. 

We aiarived/y at \a&, at tiko be^e* 
mantiooed place ^ and BiondeUo pro- 
cured us^ even at that time of night, 
through t&e means, of an acquaintance, 
the befl accommodation. We were 
obliged to live, there in great fecrecy, 
and 1 qb&rved that the Prince deeply 
felt hi^fiituation. Biondello walked out 
in different maflcs to learn how the 
matter ftood, and what the Prince had 
to fear ; but for many days he returned 
without .fuccefs* At laft* he cimie into^ 
the room, about night-iall^ in great! 
agitation* 

*' We muft d^epart from, hence, he 
cried with a. trembling voice, w« muft 

not know the firft, hears, .and anfwcrs him, and 
they fe!dora difcontinue their fong till their bufi- 
nefscallt^thfem avnty% 

depart 
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depsut this moment from hence ! Your 
life hangs on a thread, ray Prince ! 
The Marquis is mortally wounded ; the 
Cardinal has hired twelve affaifins to 
murder you, and he who perpetrates 
the deed, is promifed one hundred ie- 
quins ; a price which an aflaifin would 
be ftudious to earn, were it even to 
take away the life of the head of the 
church. They already are acqus^nted 
With our abode — ^wc muft haften from 
hence as quickly as pofiible !" 

Had not Biondello been widi us, wc 
could not poflibly have efcaped our 
fate ; but this indefatigable and atten- 
tive man afBfted us always with the 
beft advice. He brought us cloaths, as 
a difguife, and we hired a boat for oiir 
conveyance. Biondello entered into 
converfation with the waterman, and 
we experienced, to our aftonifhment, 
in what great danger we were placed, 

and 
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knd how mduftrious the aflaffins were 
to earn the hundred (cquins. And 
fufpcfting that fome one might be 
able, by the boatman, to trace out 
route, to deceive them, we continually 
changed our boat, and went a very 
circuitous way about^ 

At laft we arrived at the convent . • . 
A friendly monk, alfo an acqudntance 
of Biondello, received us at the gate, 
and conducted us immediately to a 
room, which was retired and dean^ 
but not furniihed for the reception of 
a prince. 

*^ A lady, in the laft agonies of death, 
wifties to fpe^ to you," (aid thft m^k 
the next day to the Prince. 

He ftarted as if he had fuffered an 
tjefibical ftroke* 

y Who is flie ?" he exclaimed haftily. 

VOL. !!• F "1 do 



. " I da not know; I have not ea- 
quired conceniuig that She has lived for 
two years la this coavent. From 
whence ihe i:ame is unknown. It is 
our duty to receive every ifaadger^ 
within our waiUsj without firfl aiking 
who they are, and from whence they 
come ? — ^We fuffer every one to keep 
his fecret^ if he witt not dtfeovcir it to 
us wiUbgly/' 

The Prince feemed loft la defep re- 
floaion. 

" How long has flie been ill?''^. he: 
laid at laft. 

•^ to day is fhe feventk** 

"Where is (he ? I will go to her !"— 

He followed the monk. 

in 
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In the fick-roora, ray dear friend; 
was his Greek lady. I have. forgot to 
mention, tkat he had not an opportur 
Dity to speak to hei for two days pre- 
vious to the unhappy maiqibprade-baU ; 
it was clear now what detained her. 
I myfelf faw her^ and I am not able 
to defcribe my feelings, when I beheld 
the moft charming creature in thfe crea* 
tion, who was .formerly the admiration 
of every one, now the vi6iim of horriwr 
and difeafe. Upon her lovely face vsrere 
marked the figns of death. — ^I ts^ longer 
doubted, that at the ball we muft h^ve^ 
been miftaken in the perfon ; but the 
Prince, in total oppofition to hisforoier 
chara£ler, Itill entertained his doubts. 
This afibaed his fenfibility to fach a 
degree, Uiat nothing couM. be pquajt 
to it. His ardent affedion threiy' hia^ 
into the moft violent paroxifms of def^* 
pair, when he faw the objeft of his 
heait in the arms of death i but, in a 
F 2 few 
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few mioutes, the fatal fcene at the ball 
ruihed upon his mind— he turned from 
her with ^ difguft, impreffed with the 
idea that fhe had treated his love with 
fcorn. His eyes fparkled with rage, 
and, as in agony, his limbs trembled ; 
but this, when he looked upon the 
patient innocent, was changed into 
fympathetic melancholy. His iituation 
wis terrible. Although flie herfelf fuf- 
fered very much, fhe fought to confole 
him. This circumftance almoft drove 
him to diftradtion. I tore him by force 
from her bed. He fat iilent iii our 
room for fome time; at laft Jie ex* 
claimed — 

^ I am fliamefiiUy deceived ! She, 
whom I adored, defpifed me, and 
rioted licentioufly in the arms of ano* 
ther.'* 

Craciou^ 
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Gracious Prince, .be fatisfied. AH 
circumftances clearly prove, that ftie 
WW lying ill here when the deed hap- 
pened. It muft have been quite, a dif- 
ferent perfon. 

** Did I not fee her — I, who pre- 
ferved in the lanfiluary of my heart the 
fmallefl of her favours — I, who exifted 
only for her, who thought her one and 
the fame with myfelf — to be treated 
thus!" 

Pardon me, gracious Prince, did you 
not fay yourfelf, that under fuch cir- 
cumftances, one might be eafily de- 
ceived ? 

** Did you not fee her alfo ?** 

. Your rafh aftion hindered us from ob- 
ferving her minutely, 

F S ** And 
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^* And how came (he to know that I 
was m the convents llie pfen is finely 
laid to decoy me again into the. net 5 
but it wiH iiot focceed !" 

Do not miftruft her.— An unhappy 
affair brought -us hither; and, meeting 
her in fudi a pitiable fituation, muft 
have operated ftrongJy upon your mind^ 
and — 

'' Will you remind me of my weak- 
nefs — I believed, from the firft moment, 
that it was a juggle ?'* 

Her illnefs a juggle ? 

'^ Is that impoffible, after having had 
the experience that we have ?'' 

I know not how long this converfa- 
tion would have lafted ; for the ^ more I 
endeavoured to convince him of his ert. 

ror. 
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ror, fcnnuch dfie more he oppoied me ; 
and hits underftanding^, ^merly ib 
enlightened^ did not look vf&A wh^t 
sppeaned die 1^61 as at all ffcolb^e. 

Biondelle's amral prevented a cen- 
Imiiatiaa of oiir difoonde* He 4kl not» 
however, bnng ntm^ of ombeiftg &fe ; 
yet the Rfince became, in one refpeft, 
mope compofed. For, he laid k was 
in feveral places reported, that lf)e lady; 
on account of whom we had fuffered 
fe mvchy was no other perfon than a 
certain V . . ffi, who was of an indif- 
ferent charafter, and extremely like the 
Greek lady. The fimiteiity of the 
drefs, and the darknefs of the room in- 
whicli they, were fitting, ferv^ s\(e to 
deceive us. How his beloved knew 
tha:t he was in the convent, was alfo 
explained to his fatisfa£tion. One of 
her footmen had difcovered Biondello— 
ftc had often made particular inquiries 
F 4 after. 
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after the Prince, and havbg difeovered 
his retreat, defired once more to fee and 
fpeak to her beloved. Confcious of her 
innocence^ her fuiFerings made n greater 
imprefSon upon the mind of the Prince* 
He very feldom quitted her bed, and 
gave himfelf up intirely to forrow* The 
caufe of her diffplution will alfo be 
that of mine.— Oh 1 that I might die 
with the tranquillity that iDbe did ! Her 
patience under her fufierings, her fere- 
nity of mind, when the fhadows of 
death furrounded her, contributed tjb 
make her more beloved than ever. Oh I 
that I might be certain of fuch.a hap-, 
py death as hers ! * 

This angel died by poifon; fc»*, on 
the difle6lion of her body, at which 

, * This wiih.of my friend was fulfilled m every 
particular. 

I was 
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I was obliged to be prefent, the cleareft 
proofs of it were vifible,* 

The fituation of the Prince I am not 
able to defcribe to you. I trembled 
for his fafety; for when he. faw.the 
corpfe carried to the grave, he burft 
into a loud hyfterical laugh, and, as in 
a fit of njadnefs, uttered expreffions that 
I never wifh to recolleft. 

Several days paffed. In which no- 
thing remarkable happened. Biondfel- 
lo*s' accounts were always the fame, 
and the Marquis had not yet recovered 
from his indifpofition* We did not per- 
ceive that they were at all folicuqus to 
difcover us, although, he affured us, 
that they had not yet given over the 
purfuit ; and that our fafety depended 

* He kas already mentioned this in his laft I^ti* 
ter. See the foregoing. 

F 5 ' ' iipoii 
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upon our femaining quiet ; for their re- 
venge would not t)fe latisfied but by 
blood. 

For want of room, I was obliged to 
lleep in the Prince's apartment. It was 
about midnight wheij he came to my 
bedfide and waked me, . 

" Have you heard nothing ?*' faid he 
— I replied in the negative, fcr I bad 
ilept very found, my reft having been 
broken the preceding night. 

Has any thing happened to you, gra- 
cious fir ? 

" Had i not the proof in tny hands, 
l, fliould think it was a dream. It feems 
as if I am furrounded every where with 
iavifible beings.-^ I was juft oji the 
point of falling afleep^ when I was dif- 
turbid by the moft enchanting mufic. 

- Whilft 



Whilft I liAefted 4r<^m wkence ihe 
finnd caoic^ a geoms appei^^d toideh 
Ibend ifafcmgh tbe ^tapper piut of my 
bed, graced with all tke chann^ with 
wiiscb ^Kir paidter$ $ulMaUy ri^reftxit 
ften; but iio pencil eY«r pourmye^ 
fuch a perfefition of irrefiftible beauty, A 
foft light furrounded it, and illuminated 
my bed. I had drawn the curtaio very 
dafe. Hue nsglit hmp burnt ^ntly» 
and on mrttneffing this apparition, I 
reile6led upon the former prophecy^ 
wliid], alas ! was& pun£bially fulfilled. 
I remained loft in afionifhment and 
fear. With a melodious voice it fpoke 
to me : 

^ My Jord and onafier /ends thee 
a letter; open and read it, but hot 
jbefore &e £rft beam i)if ^ finssi an- 
nounces day, and conquer all difoe'- 
lief!" 

F 6 *• He 
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^ Hi let M a ktten ftnd melted, as 
it were, into a cloud, which vamfhed 
by degrees. His difappearance was ac-* 
companied with the fame agreeable 
mufic as announced his approach, and 
a rich perfume difiufed itfelf around 
me. 

The Prince (hewed me the letter. It 
was exa£tly like a common letter ; only 
the feal confifted of feverai fymbols, 
which we could not explain, and it 
was not direft^d. He put it into his 
pocket. 

Will you not open it ? 

" To-morrow at the appointed hour.** 

"^ You believe, then,' in this appiari* 
tion? 

lie was filent for a while. • • 

« Muff 
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'' Mufti not ?— Oh ! what wotiM I 
give if I could but ftill doubt it, and 
perfevere in that pWlofophy, of which 
I boafted fo much ! Now I muft give 
up all. I believe now in every thing ! 
Can I do otherwife, after what has 
happened to me ?'* 

He flept no more that night, but 
converfed of ghofts and fupernatural 
appearances ; and I foon experienced 
how much he inclined to believe in the 
poffibility of them. At the appointed 
time he took the letter from his pocket, 
and, behold, there was a direftion upon 
it ! This, although ' a trifle, greatly 
aftoniflied the Prince ; and you may 
eafily conceive how he was affedled at: 
the moment. He opened it. It was 
a mere cover -, but there was inclofed 
a feceipt from Civitella, not only for 
the funis which he had lent to the 

Prince^ butaUb fer the intereft^ ^^^ ^ 

letter 
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ktter from Um, of vAAdk I wlSt ^ve 
you a copy; I tranfcribe^ it om ac- 
count of its fiugolari^: 

•* My gracious Ihince 1 
^ The eaonuity of my ciime is fo 
great, that I aik of you fofgivenefe, and 
hope your heart will not deny it, as 
my repofe »id future hapfnnefs lie- 
pends upon it. You puniihed my imr 
prudence^ at that unfortunate ball^ by 
a feyere blow ; and I, like a madman* 
fuffered myfelf to be overcome by rage, 
and thirfted for revei^e. After die 
abominable cuftom of this country, I 
begged of my uncle to hire a party of 
bimditti to kill you — ^the faviour of my 
iife. The diought opprefle^ me with 
iuMTor; but you, who gavie the w^und^ 
were ailfo able to cui^ k> and could 
have done it by one word J-r-Oh ! yoi*, 
at whofc command the highw powem 
wait, why do you % fixaa my we^k 

unpar- 
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unpardonable revenge, which yon could 
have fuppreffed at pleaftire ?— Why did 
you fend me the fums of money, which 
I lent you with fuch fatisfaftion, thus 
to deprive me of the confolation, which 
you at firft fo nobly gave me ? Whilft 
"you thought me worthy to fliare with 
you my fortune, you did not want it ? 
— Oh ! aft with generofity and forgive 
me, for, without that, my recovery will 
- be to me the moft unhappy period df 
my life. I cannot excufe my temerity ; 
ho, I am not able to do it — ^^but you 
will be lefs indignant at my conduft, if 
you confider that it is by education 
alone fuch a deteftable felf-revenge can 
be juflified. 

*' Am I not by such appearances pu- 
nifhed enough ? — Alas ! the recollec- 
tion of it will never be rooted from 
my memory. . » 

As 
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'' As I lay upon my bed, fuffermg the 
moft excruciating pain, and the by* 
ftanders expecting my death every mo- 
nient, there appeared to me a form, in 
a long black Tartar drefs, and girded 
round the ]|Hns with a golden belt. It 
approached near to my bed : its white 
beard flowed upon its breaft, and a pene- 
trating frown fat upon its brow: if 
looked around, and immediately my 
attendants funk to fleep. 

" Wretch ! — It cried, with a terrible 
voice — ^who has ventured to perfecute 
him with vengeance, who could inftantly 
deftroy thy life, if he would make use 
of the power which he has in his hands ? 

" I will not repeat the dreadful re- 
monflrance, which I heard. It was a 
miracle that I did not expire under the 
agitation this appearance occasioned. 

Having 
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Having ftruggled for some time in the 
moft terrible torments, the form touch- 
ed me. I- was inAantly free firom pain, 
and perfectly recovered. Before me, 
0n the table, were laying heaps of gold» 
for which I was obliged to give a re* 
ceipt. It also defired me to ask your 
pardon in /writing, though I did not 
know where to addrefs you, and upoa 
which my whole welfare would de- 
pend. Oh I do not refuse your com- 
paifion to a miferable wretch. — 

** When, and how, you will obiain this 
letter I do not know j but the fpirit at 
fured me that you would, for certain, 
have it. 

*' Alas,- gracious Prince ! return to me 
again. For, with fincere repentance, 
an unvjrorthy being will wait upon you 

in 
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in the anti-chamber of your hotel, as 
foon as day breaks. 

" Your unworthy friend, 

■ What we felt on reading th«t letter I 
heed not, ^ear O . • • defcribe to you; 
It was an e^ent wiueh fflled us with 
i^irifliment. The Prinee did twt 
doubt the faft 5 but he would not quk 
iiis haunt, without firil "having ma<Je al 
poffible inquiry ^ to its authentieity. 
Biondello, who was ftill afleep, was 
called, and comnaiffioned . to inquire 
very cautioufly into every circmnftance. 
The voice immediately repeated, 

" Overcome your dilbelief!" 

Biondello croffed himfelf, and went 
off. He did not go far from the con- 
vent, for he heard from his fpies, that 

we 
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we were perfieQJy fafe; and he soon 
returned with this happy news. The 
Prince conjured us to be fiient as to 
what had happened, and fet off im- 
snediateJy. 

' We arrived act fbe hotel, ^nd found 
not only iJmteHa hut mifo the Candi- 
palyidio came towards Ihe Prince, aixi, 
m the humblcA nMnoer, a&ed his par* 
don. Ihathe ^Drgave them w^iofly, 
and was highly {fotisfieid to £iee himtf^ 
&om fuch a dangerous dilemnoa, i« 
eafily to be imagined. Nor did he un*- 
deceive them as to the idea, that higher 
powers were at his command, and that 
the ghoft had appeared to Civi tella by 
his defire ; he only begged of them to 
keep it a fecret. Civi tella affured him 
that it was^ quite public, for the people 
who waited upon him knew it, and 
had already cried him up as a faint. 

But 
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** But the people were afleep, how' 
could they difcover the vifion ?** replied 
the Prince^ with fome deubt. 

Yes, gracious Prince, faid Civitella— 
but they faw the form defcending into 
the room, arid witneffed, on their reco* 
vering from their terror, my reftoration- 
They faw me at the brink of the grave ^ 
and to be reftored so suddenly, must 
have excited their aftonifhment ; and 
can you blame me, that in the moment 
when I found myfelf fnatched from the 
jaws of death. I called you,' with gra^ 
titude, my benefaftor ? — ■ — You did 
not prohibit me to do it j and had that 
bew the cafe^ I believe I fhould have 
violated your commands* Oh! moft 
gracious Prince ! there is no greater 
pain than for an uncorrupted mind to 
fupprefs the feelings of a grateful 
heart i — He threw himfelf at the feet 

o£ 
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of the Prince^ whilft tears burft from 
his eyes. 

" I Tiave already forgiven you/' 
faid the Prince, railing him from the 
ground. 

But, am I beloved by you as for- 
merly ^ —Am I not im worthy of it ? 
He continued in tears. 

*^ When I forgive, I do not do it by 
halves," faid the Prince, embracing 
him. 

Life now seemed to beam afrefli in 
fhe Marquis. Hfe did not even ap-. 
pear to have been at all ill, for he 
looked as healthy as ever; but a fixed 
melancholy, that was difcemible in 
his countenance, extinguifhed . thofe 
traces of benevolence which had former- 
ly rendered him fo attraftive^ But by 

,;this 
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^m reconeiliation he became quite the \ 
reverie. Elated with his succefe, he \ 
ran through the room in an excefs of 
joy that indicated bis happia^fs. Af- 
ter the first intoxication was over^ he . 
was overwhelmed, with an agreeable . 
anxiety, which *did not at all belong to 
bischarafler, and from whkh one could 
peKceive bow much he fek his indif^ 
cretion. This, and the foKcitude which 
originated vnih it, made him more 
agreeable to the Prince, and he be- 
came to him as dear as ever : he under- 
ftood the fmalleft hint; he fought to 
read in his eyes his moft diftant wiihes^ 
and foon learned bow to tegulate his 
conduct according to his deiires; be-, 
fides, that he fufficiently underftood 
how to give his aSions an air of duty, 
and continually exclaimed, how much 
he owed to the Prince. Believing that 
the Prinees*s violence upon the night of 
the ball was nothing more than a pu- 

nifhment 
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xMfhment for hi» extravagancies ;-^£q£ 
he did not conceive that the Prince had 
taken the lady that was with him for 
his Grecian ; he now entered his mode 
of life, and often thanked the Prince 
that l>e had punifhed hini fo feverely. 
He declared that he w^s- proud of it — 
that he efieemed him higher than ever;» 
and thought him more worthy of his 
friendihip. He candidly confeffed to 
me^ that he had at that time entertained 
an idea^ which would in the end have 
been his ruin. He had laid a plan to 
feduce the daughter of the « . • t . . io» 
a charming iilinocent girl of &xteen. 
He had feen her, for the firft. time^ at 
mafs^ and her beauty impreffed him 
with this refblutiop. . 

To gain accefs to ihe hou£^ of her 
parentSr and to {ucceed in this diaboli- 
cal fcheme, he was obliged to court 
the favour of the fame lady with whom 
4 w« 
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t^e Tiad feen him at the ball ; becaufe 
fhe was a near relation to the family, 
and could eafily introduce him. — ^The 
Ibi^inefs with which fhe was watched, 
would have required him to commit a 
chain of crimes before he could have 
obtained his aim. His pafSon was fo 
violent,* that,- united with his natural 
imprudence, he did not hefitate to 
adopt the mod impolite manners to 
accomplifli his purpofe. At the brink 
of the grave, he added, a man refledls 
upon all his aftions in another point of 
view ; and even thofe, that formerly 
gave him great pleafure, and upoti 
which he had often fpoken with de- 
light, pierced him to the very foul with 
horror. 

Oh ! deareft friend, Civitella is, riot* 
withftanding all his licentioufnefs, a 
noble man, and, if he conmiits a fault, 
he knows how to compenfate for it, in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner, that one muft attribute 
it to him as a great aftion.' From his 
difcourfe, and from his anfwers to my 
queftions, I coiild diftinftly perceive, 
tliat it was not him, but the Cardinal his 
uncle, who caufed the banditti to pur- 
fue us fo induftrioufly ; but he gene- 
roufly took all upon himfelf, and en- 
deavoured to prevent us from difcover- 
ing the truth ! It is much to be la- 
mented, that fo fuperior an underftand- 
ing, with fuch a good heart, and fuch 
an enchanting appearance, muft perifh 
upon a Venetian foil.* 

It 

• 

* My friend here goes too far. Although the 
(ciences at Venice are in a bad (late, for want of 
encouragement, there, however, are open to an 
enquiring mind very confiderable libraries, from 
which a man may gain a great deal ,of ufeful 
knowledge* But the cafe is, that they will not 
make ufe of them. And the ybung nobleman, 
who intends to fit himfelf for the fervice of the 
itate, has to iludy hiftory and polilics ; a few de- 

VOL, 11. G part- 
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It is a fmgular thing, conlidering the 
bad education which the children of the 
nobility receive, from the fnoft ftupid 
and rudeft fort of priefts, called abbes, 
that he was fo enlightened, or poffeffed 
of that fenfibility, which gives to all 
his aftions fo much captivating in- 
tereft. 

I have neglected to mention, that 
curiofity induced us to alk the Marquis 
to fhew us the place where he had 
been wounded. He opened his fliirt, 
and, to our great furprize, we per- 
ceived that there was not any ^appear- 

partments, which, if they are filled up, require 
talents and induflry^ and are equally ufeful and 
jieceffary for thofe whom their birth has deftined 
for the government of the Republic. Thus has 
jny friend praifed the talents of the Marquis ; 
they feem, however, to me, to be more of a 
glittering nature than founded upon learning. 

COUNT O . . . 

ance 
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ance of a wound, or the fmalleft mark 
of any violence. 

Continuation of Count O... 

My friend exhaufted himfelf fo much 
by his relation, that all the powers of 
nature feemed fufpended. My doubts 
were but too well founded ; he appear- 
ed to fleep, but it was that of death — 
My tears are facrificed to his memory ! 
He was. a man of fine ideas; but from 
the goodnefs of his heart, and an unfuf- 
pe6ling difpofition, he became fo much 
the eafier a prey to his enemies, whofe 
diflike to him arofe from his attach- 
ment to his maften 

I was now left alone in a great city, 
poffeffed of no friend, to whom I could 
communicate my thoughts, and was, 
obliged to take particular care not to 
talk with any one but upon comnoa 
G 2 topics. 
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topics, becaufc I prefumed, and with 
reafon, that I was furrounded by fpies, 
who would put a falfe conftruftion upon 
iTiy words, and make that a plea for 
poifoning me. The death of my friend 
had made me cautious. His earneft re- 
queft, that I would quit the place, and 
the meffage that the Prince fent to me 
by Biondello, now preyed upon my 
mind with double force ; my forrow 
alfo contributed in a great meafure to 
aid my determination. I refolved to 
leave Venice. I locked myfelf up in 
my room for a few days, and then for- 
fook a city in which I had loft two 
beloved friends. Before I went, I feht 
to the Prince a card of departure. 

I had travelled about fixty Italkn 

miles, when the idea that I might 

poffibly fave the Prince, obliged me to 

* return. I was irrefiftibly compelled to 

aft in this manner ; for my mind, ever 

2 anxious 
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anxious for his fafety, reprefented to 
me in black colours all that might be- 
fall him ; and I looked upon it as 
criminal not to endeavour to refcue 
him. Fixed in this refolution, I enter- 
ed upon the execution of my plan, 
without once confidering the dangers 
and difficulties which furrounded fuch 
an undertaking. I took the precaution, 
however, for fear of being difcovered, 
to dlfmif^ n\y faithful fcrvant, and the 
only one I iiad taken with me. I 
parted from him with deep regret; for 
he was the only one who had fome- 
times, by his compaffionate fidelity, 
afforded me confolation. I was now 
obliged to go alone : but it was abfor 
lutcly necef^aI^^ He was an incom- 
parable good fervant ; but he had one 
fault, . w hich I could not break him of, 
although he had ferved me twenty 
years, and which was in oppofition to 
every principle of my fcheme. — He 
G 3 could 
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could not keep a fecret. ^Vhat he 
knew, he publifhed to the whole world, 
and, though he did not tell it in direft 
terms, his actions and behaviour betray- 
ed it to every one he was acquainted with ; 
if he thought well of them, and fancied 
they were poffeffed of the fame good- 
nefs of heart as himfelf. It could not 
but happen that he was very often de- 
ceived, but this did not make him at 
all more prudent. To put unbounded 
confidence in every one was his maxim, 
from which he never departed ; for he 
ufed to fay, that he fhould feel it fe- 
verely if he was fufpefted by any one; 
and for that reafon he thought it would 
be the fame to others : and that the 
whole world trufted him he was con- 
vinced. He believed every one that 
was at all referved in his conduct, to 
be free from guile. If one exprefsly 
told him to be filent upon any fubjeft, 
he became anxious not to let any. thing 

drop 



{ 127 ) 

drop that could betray him, which 
never failed to lead him into an error. 
For he had always in his mind, and 
at his tongue's end, what he Ihould 
not difcover, and very often repeated 
to himfelf my prohibition ; and it fre- 
quently happened that he afted thus 
in fociety, and faid to himfelf, loud 
and fignificantly, " Cafpar, don't for- 
get that your mafter has told you fo and 
fo: — " (and immediately mentioned the 
thing which he ought to have kept a 
fecret,) — " you muft not chatter out 
what he has prohibited you to men- 
tion." 

He no fooner heard that it was pub- 
lic, than he maintained firmly that he 
had told it to nobody. 

This ferious fault was, however, ba- 
lanced by his other good qualities, 
which induced me to keep him. At 
G 4 firft 
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firft I thought of difiniffing him my fer- 
vice^ as I was not accuftomed to put 
up with fuch conduft. I ufed to prac- 
tife an artifice upon him, which fuc- 
cceded extremely well, as he was 
obliged to keep every thing he heard a 
fccret. I related to him, at the fame 
time, fomcthing that was unconnefted 
with the fubjeQ:, and defired him par- 
ticularly, not to mention it: by that 
means I deceived him, and the fubjeft 
I wiihed to be a fecret was forgotten. 

I did not mention to him my deter- 
mination refpedling him; but wrote a 
letter, and fent him forward with it, 
under the pretext of befpeaking quar- 
ters for me. He was obliged to deliver 
this letter to a landlord at * * *, with 
whom I had frequently lodged, and 
who knew him to be an honeft man. I 
Tequefted him to inform my fervant that 
1 had thrown myfelf into a river. I 

inclofed 
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inclofed a bank-note, and commanded 
him to make the inn his home ; beg- 
ging of him, at the fame time, not to 
make any enquiries after me. To pre- 
ferve appearances, and to give him an 
idea that it grieved me to part from 
him, I wrote an afFeftionate farewell- 
letter to him, and begged of him again* 
to fulfil my laft and particular requeft. 

Poor Cafpar*s cafe was extremely 
hard ; but I was under the neceffity of 
treating him in that manner. Had I 
told him that I was obliged to part 
with him, on account of my intention to 
travel privately, he would have fought 
me every where, and would have en- 
quired of every body, whether they had 
feen or heard- any thing of me ; my 
hiding place, by that means, would 
have been difcovered, and my death 
the certain confequence. I was con- 
vinced that he would punctually fuUil 
G 5 my 
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my laft requeft, and it would be very 
eafy for me to find him again when I 
wanted him. I begged of him to be 
comforted; that he would not commit 
fuicide I was convinced ; for the refpeft 
which he had for the laft requeft of a 
deceafed friend was uneon\monly great. 

I hope my readers will pardon thJs 
digreflion ; Cafpar was my faithful fer- 
vant^ and deferves more than this poor 
tribute for his gratitude ! ^ 

After hefitating a confiderable time, 
(fufpicious, probably of my intention) 
Cafpar feparated from me. With the 
greateft emotion I looked after him 
until he difappeared. I was now left 
alone. Quite^ undetermined which road 
I fliould take, I departed for . ro . . 
On the day of my arrival, I heard that, 
in the evening, there was to be a maf- 
querade-ball 3 and a thought ftruck me, 

which 
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which I immediately put in execution. 
I bought the habit of a Polifh Jew, or- 
namented my chin with a large beard, 
coloured my eyebrows and face, and 
wandered thus towards Venice. The 
goods which I was poffeffed of, and my 
horfe, I turned into money, and fe- 
creted it, with fome jewels in my belt. 
I did not doubt my ability to play my 
charafter faithfully ; for I had been a 
long while in Poland, and had dealt 
with the Jews ; inclination too, partly, 
as well as necefSty, induced me to 
learn their language, in which I was 
fo well fkiUed, that I have, even by the 
Jews themfelves, been taken for one 
of their tribe. I travelled the greateft 
part of the way on foot, and about 
twenty miles from Venice entered an 
inn, where I met poor Cafpar. He 
was fitting in a corner of the roon-, 
and fecmed totally :abforbed in thought. 
1 was aiixious to avoid being feen by 
G 6 hira. 
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him, and, for that reafon, was about 
abfenting myfelf from the room, when 
he came towards me, and aiked me 
from whence I came ? This made me . 
bolder, and I told him the place where • 
I had paffed the night before. The 
word was fcarcely out of my mouth, 
when he enquired if I had not feen his 
mafter ? No, I anfwered quickly, and 
reflefted afterwards, how unthinkingly 
it was done ; becaufe it gave him to uu- 
derftand that both of them were known 
to me. But it did not ftrike Cafpar in 
the fame way, and this no induced him 
to fit near to me, and to relate, with 
the moft heart-felt fcwrow, the hiftory 
of his mafter. I reminded him to fulfil 
the laft requeft of his benefaSor, and 
heard, to my aftonijQiment, that he did * 
not think me dead. I iAimediately in- 
vented a ftory which convinced him of 
the faft. He departed early the next 
day, and promifed me that he would 

faithfully 
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faithfully obferve my re'queft. He toot 
an affeftionate leave of me, without 
knowing who I was, .which convinced 
me that I might live at Venice in fecu- 
rity ; for I hoped to render the Prince 
ferviccs of great confequence. 

Before I arrived at Venice, I met 
with an accident, which had. great 
influence on my conduft. I flopped 
towards night-fall at an inn, which 
flood by the road fide. I found there 
a Polifli Jew, who was at the point of 
death* He no fooner beheld me, than 
he addrefied himfelf to me, and in a 
few minutes we entered into converfa- 
tion, in which the greateft confidence 
was difplayedr By my compaflion, and 
the little fervice which I rendered him, 
I at laft gained his utmoft confidence. 
His illnefs increafed ; there was no 
hopes of his recovery. When we were 
abne, he called me to his bedfide, wd 

I ex- 
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I experienced w^at aftoniflied me be- 
yond defcription. 



'' I fhall depart/' he faid, " very 
foon to Paradife, there to repofe in the 
laps of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; 
but I have fomething of great import- 
ance, which I cannot carry with me. 
You have gained my confidence, and 
for 'that reafon, I fliall deliver it to 
you." — I was obliged to fwear that I 
swould punftually perform all he re- 
quired ; at the fame time, he affured 
me, that I fliould be very generoufly 
recompenfed for it. He went on — 

** The ... an confederates have fent 
me with a letter,"— ( I was obliged to 
take it from the lining of his cap,) '^ in- 
Head of me, do you deliver it." 

How great was my aftonifhment, 
when I heard the Armenian defcribed 

from 
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from head to foot ! He did not know 
who he was ; but he told me the place 
where he was to be found, at certain 
hours, fo that I could not poffibly mif- 
take him 5 he gave me, befides, a fign, 
which was unknown to any one elfe, 
and the anfwer of the Armenian would 
clearly prove him the perfon. He 
mentioned, with the greateft care, every 
particular feveral times, that I might 
not err. Although I did not want this 
precaution, I feemed to be very atten- 
tive to what he faid, that he might not 
fufpeft that I had any knowledge of 
the Armenian. I experienced by the 
... an bufinefs a great fupport to my 
plan ; for I was anxious that they Ihould 
think me the real meffenger, and not 
fuppofe that this man had merely fent 
me. I confidered I fhould, on that 
account, be tfufted with greater con- 
fidence. 
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It was, for the firft time in my life, 
that I wilhed for the death of a fellow 
creature; but I certainly did in this 
inftance ; for I counted upon what I 
knew already, and believed for certain, 
that I (hould faye the Prince, as foon 
as I could light upon the Armenian ; 
and this would all have been 6ruftrated 
if the Jew had lived ! 

He died the following day. I per- 
formed, according to his requeft, the 
laft fervice, and departed the next day. 
The letter I fecreted in my cap. My 
heart beat with joy, and I offered up 
my thanks to heaven for its favour. I 
thought I fhould never reach the place 
of my dcftination. 

I arrived, at laft, in Venice; my 
he^rt palpitated. I took lodgings in a 
remote part of the city, at a fmall inn. 
Before I arrived there, however, I was 

very 
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very much alarmed. As I ftepped into 
a boat, I beheld Biondello in the 
fame. I was fearful of being difco- 
vered, becaufe I could not truft to 
my difguife, as there were fo many 
fly fellows in the city 5 although 
I avoided being detefted by Cafpar, 
(who knew me fo well.) But if a man 
ftudies to- avoid being known, the more 
he a6ts his part, the fooner he is likely 
to betray hirafelf. I was influenced by 
this confideration, and therefore put a 
good countenance upon the matter. 
Biondello patted my flioulder, and gave 
me diftinftly to underftand, that my 
prefence was very dear to him. I might 
have given him fome fufpicion, if he 
had not difembjrraffed me, by en- 
quiring fomething of . . . I anfwered 
him, that he muft obferve, I had made 
fecrecy my rule of conduft. Inftead 
of being angry with me for fuch a re- 
ply, he was very fatisfied with it. This 

peculiar 
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peculiar conduft was very myfterious, 
but by^ degrees it cleared itfelf up. 

To my great fatisfa£tion I learned 
from him, that they were informed of 
my death, and believed it ; for he afked 
me if they had found my corpfe ? I re- 
- plied in the negative ; alledging that it 
was impoflible, on account of the ice 
that floated down the river — that I con- 
firmed the report, every one will readily 
bejieye. 

As foon as I arrived in the room 
which I had hired at the inn, I bolted 
the door, and opened the letter. The 
tafk was very difficult to perform ; but 
I tried a variety of ways, ^nd, at laft, 
fucceeded. 

To my great difappointment it was 
written in characters, and perfe6lly un- 
intelligible. I made, however, feveral 

attempts. 
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attempts to underftand them, but in 
vain. * I therefore copied them very 
exaflly, in hopes, at fome future time, 
to find, the key to them. I clofed the 
letter again, fo that no trkces of my 
having opened it could be perceived, 
and appeared the following day, at the 
appointed time, in St. Mark's Place. 
It was in the beginning of January ; it 
was crouded with charadteriftic malks* 

* I give this note for the information of thofe 
of my readers, who are unacquainted with the 
manners and cuftoms of Venice. The charao 
teriilic masks are in Venice cuflomary, from the 
time of the three kings, or wife men of the Eaft, 
till the great feaft day, which is the raoft lively in 
the whole year. All the flreets and fquares are, 
at that time, full of masks, and principally the 
St. Mark's Place. They reprefent all forts of 
chara6lers, nations, manners, and cuftoms. Thofe 
who fpeak, entertain themfelves with every one 
who will talk with them ; they perfonate faithfully 
their . adopted character, and being fometimes 
men of wit, afford great entertainment." You fre- 
quently fee amongil them the Imprwifami, who 
are a kind of poets^ famous for impromptu's. 

and 
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and fpeftators, who werie enjoying the 
entertainment. I did not mis!: with 
them ; I was upon the watch for the 
Arrnenian. I preffed often through the 
croud, and fought him in every corner, 
but he Wfis not to be found. I rcfolved 
to wait until night, and then return 
again to the appointed place upon the 
Broglioy clofe to the* church* The firft 
perfon w^hom I faw was the Prince. 
He was in a domino, but his malk, which 
I. knew, a$ well as his appearance be- 
trayed him. He ftood before a pillar, up- 
on which Were a great many characters, 
and near him a mafk drefled like a ma- 
gician. The latter had a long white beard 
that defcended to his belt, to which was 
attached a black rope, apparently as a 
fymbolof his profefTion. In his right hand 
he held a ftick, with which he pointed 
to the pillar, and feemed to explain 
fomething to the Prince, who liftened 
very attentively. My curiofity prompt- 

. ed 
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ed me to approach nearer^ but it was 
ufelefs, for they fpoke fo low that, in 
the tumult,' no perfon could hear a 
fingle word. The magician, at laft, 
turned round and difcovered me. I 
thought that he played his charafter for 
mere pleafure, -and was entertaining 
the Prince with his tricks, but I was 
greatly miftaken. The more I reflected 
upon this event, the more I was con- 
vinced that it was deligned for fome 
particular purpofe. The magician .went 
leifurely away. I had matde it always 
a rule to notice the fmalleft circum- 
ftance that concerned the Prince, and 
therefore followed him^ immediately : 
but he difappeared, and I faw the Ar- 
menian coming towards me. I gave 
Him the fign and he anfwered it, bid- 
ding me, at the fame time, follow him.' 
I complied, and he condufted me into 
a dark ftreet. He there tmlocked the 
door of a houfe and we went together 

into 
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into a fmafl room. He took the letter 
from me, and overlooking it flightly, 
feemed to be fatisfied with* its contents. 
He put feveral queftions to me on ac- 
count of the . . . bufihefs, which I an- 
fwered fo, that I did not give the leaft 
caufe to fufpe£b me. He defired me to 
meet him again the next evening. He 
had parted from me, when he returned 
back, and addreffed me in the Venetian 
language; he had before fpoken, to 
my great aftonifliment, in . . . lan- 
guage. My genius affifted me, I (hook 
my head, and told him, in . . . Ian* 
guage, that I did not underftand him. 
He fmiled, and faid he had forgotten 
himfelf He was willing to remind me 
once more, not to miftake'the appointed 
hour the next evening. I promifed 
him that I would not, and he went 
away. This circumftance made me 
ftill more cautious, and I maintained 
my charafter fo well, that, when I quit- 
ted 
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ted it it became very difficult for me 
not to ufe the tone and manners of a 
Polifli Jew. 

The time, ^ until the hour arrived, 
pafled very flow ; at laft it was an- 
nounced by a neighbouring clock, and 
I went immediately to the appointed 
place. I found the Armenian there, 
who haftily condufted me to a boat. 
Before we quitted it I was blindfolded, 
and when the bandage was taken from 
my eyes — guefs my aftonifhment and 
terror ! — for I found myfelf in the fame 
hall where I had witneffed the frightful 
appearances I have before mentioned.* 
It was exaftly the fame, but I thought 
the aflembly were more numerous. The 
hall was fplendidly illuminated. The 
horror with which I recognized the fatal 
chamber was very vifible; for one of 

* Sec Vol. I. page 17. 
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the aflembly (by his fpeech, I guefs it 
muft have been the Armenian, for, as 
they all appeared maiked, it was im- 
poflible to difcover them,) told me to 
have courage. They faid alfo, in the 
Venetian language, that a Jew was a 
lingular animal, for he blulhed at every 
thing but what related to traffic. 

The company took , their feats at a 
'long table, covered with, black cloth. 
One of them feated himfelf at a little 
table, upon which there were pens, 
ink, and papers. He was probably the 
fecretary of the fociety; for he quef- 
tioned me very minutely refpe6ling the 
letter of . . . and to every circumftance 
that was at all connected with it, and 
wrote down all my anfwers to his quef- 
tions. I cotild eafily guefs by this, 
how much their fuccefs depended upon 
my anfwers ; for he read them over to 
me, advifihg me, at the lame time, to 
'- alter 
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alter what did not appear to me per- 
feftly correft/ I was too well prepared 
to drop any thing that might betray me ^ 
I had likewife time en9ugh, as I was 
<lueftioned by an interpreter, (I believe 
it was the Armenian himfelf,) to think 
i of the bell anfwers. They were per- 
feftly fetisfied with me, and gave ^me 
^ a confiderable prefent. Tlie fecrctary 
paid it to me. I do not know hpw it 
I happened, hut* his maflc fell from his 
! face. He endeavoured to put it on 
again as quick as poflible, but I al- 
ready had feen that it was — Biondello. 
The accident feemed to operate Very 
forcibly upon the other members. 

" This ' circumftance," faid they, 
i ^' muft now coft the poor Jew his life, 
to enfure our fafety 3 for in fuch cafes 
as thefe we cannot depend upon ho- 
nour.'* 

vol. II, H Damned. 
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Damned prmciple ! I thought, as the 
fweat poured down my forehead. I 
had iiifficiently refokition left to affeS 
not to undemand what was faid; for 
my attention was, to all appeaa^nce^ 
direfted to the money I had received. 
I heard their debates with apparent m- 
difference, although they became £o 
violent, that they did not at all regard 
me. The queftion was, whether thscy 
fliould murder me or not. . It was 
utterly impoffible for them to undci- 
ftand each other> the tumult wa;s fb 
great. The Armenkm^^who had re- 
mained quiet for fome time, now gave 
a fign with his hand, and there enfiied 
immediately a deadly filence. — This 
would have convinced toe^ had I not 
guefled it before, that he was the 
leadjer of this fecret (bciety. After k 
Ihort paufe> be began : — 
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^' " To provide for our fafety, is our 
firft satd facred duty. To maintain 
it,, no facrifipe would be too great; 
but I cannot confent, on this occafion, 
to put at man to death whofe fervices 
haTC been fo eflfenttal to us. — I might 
fay, and with juftice, that it would 
militate againft our plans, and de- 
iiroy tikt which we have fo carefully 
chcrilhcd,** 

He paafed — but no one anfwered 
hira.l 1 became morC' compofed^ He 
pTOceeded«^ 

. ^' And- why (houkl we kill him ?— 
beda«fe. bfc few o«e (pointing to Bion- 
delIo)i lanmilked ! — Is he not in fome 
roeafime. a party concerned, and w^ould 
it be poffihle for him, were this not 
the'caib,'in the chy of Venice, among 
<b mwany thoufand people, to find out 
one fingle perfon, whom he had but 
H 2 . pft 
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. Juft glanced upon ? — I moreover imado* 
tain, that the love of money, which is 
fo natural to his nation, prevented his 
taking his eyes fnom the table- Our 
mere drefs, without the mafic, is folfi- 
cient to deceive any one who has not 
feen us in our ordinary habit«." 

They all agreed with him, ffiondello 
did not, perhaps, recolleft, that I had 
already feen and fpoken to him in the 
boat; at leafl: he would not mention 
it ; or he nought, perhaps, think I did 
not know him again. But to be cer- 
tain of the h&y the Armenian aiked 
ine if I Ihould be able to recognize the 
gentleman again, whom I /aw a;few 
minutes ago unnialked i He put the 
queftion to me in fuch an infinuating 
manner, that many would have anfWeif- 
cd — ^yes, to give them aa idea of their 
powers for difcrimina:tion ; but I knew 
too well how th^ bufinefs ftood. lihere- 

4 fore 
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fej^e made my anfwcrs accordingly* I 
affeded not to know any thing of the 
matter ; and, as I examined the money, 
I innocently aiked, what they particu- 
larly widhed me to do ? 

^ See," faid the Armenian, ," I am 
act miftakenj he has not feen him ! — ^ 
He feemed to^ tne too ftupid to be a hy- 
pocrite, or to think of any thing but 
what leads to his intereft.'* 

Several of the others made the fame 
obfervation, and feemed to regret, that 
t'liey had not chofen* a cleverer feltew^ 
to tFal>fa6"t their bufmefe > 

"Thoievi^ho haive fent him,*'' (an^ 
fwered the Armeni^m) were prudent 
enough, to fee, that a- talk' which did 
ftot require brilliant talents to execute^ 
would have been faithfully and eonfcien- 
tioufly performed, by him s and indeed 
H 3 there 
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there is not fo much treachety to be 
looked for in men, that only know 
what they fee, as in many others** 

Stupid people are always the moft 
honeft, added a* fat gentleman, (who 
probably could not boaft oi his abilities,) 
and laughed at this impromptu fo 
much, that the table, on which his 
belly refted, was very near filling 
down. 

I was difmiffed, ajfter they had 
inquired my place of abode; and 
commanded me to remain there for 
further inftruftions* They condu6led 
me again blindfolded to the canal. 
My joy, when I found myfelf alone 
and fafe, I need not defcribe ; but the, 
dreadful words, that they thought my 
death the only means of fecurity, ftill. 
refounded in my ears. 

A whole 
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A whole month efepfcd, m which I 
did not advance a ftep nearer to the 
completion of my purpofe, notwith- 
ftanding my afitivity. My drefs, and 
the promife which I had made to the 
Armenian, (and by which I hoped to 
roake fome importaiit difcoveries) be- 
came now the greateft trouble to me; 
for it prevented me from inftituting 
thofe enquiries which were ncceffary 
to aid my plans. It was impoffible for 
me, as I was: fo fourromided by f{»e&, to 
leara any thing that at ali concerned the 
Brince, wkhout the greateft hazard. 
Fnom what I had heard and feen in the 
fecret focicty, I could only conjc£hire 
what Aey intended to do with the 
Prince ; but it was impoffible ft>r me, 
an individual, to deftroy the fabric, 
wHdi was built and guarded by fo 
many. — I was continually refie&ing 
upon thefe circumftances, which per- 
plexed me very much. My fleep alfo 
H 4 was 
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Wras interrupted by the moft frightful 
dreams, and was more fatiguing than 
refrefliing. My imagination often pic- 
tured to me the Prince falling from a 
precipice. I caught him by his cloak, 
but it feemed to rend into a thoufancf 
pieces, and I faw him dafhed upon the 
ground. I faw him ftruggling in a 
rapid ftream ; I ran to his afliftance, 
and w^as drowned with him. I carried 
him from. a conflagration, and believed 
we weje fafe, when the flames fudden- 
ty. furrounded us, and we were con- 
fiimed/ In fliort/ the moft horrible 
]mAges> which my difturbed mmd 
created, totally deprived me of my 
i^eft, 3fnd> I muft cbnfefs, my weakhefs 
ipade an impreffiori upon me the next 
day, that was not eafily to be eradi- 
cated; although I had very little £aith 
ip dreams*. 

I was 

* I hope that no one of my readers will laugK 
at (he Count O , . /s weaknefs, which he him-- 
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I was fitting one day (it was in- tlie 
beginning of Februajy, 17.0 in Hljr 
room, wrapt in refleftion. The wea- 
ther was very gloomy : flakes of fnow, 
intermixed with rain beaf againft my 
windQ>v, as the wind howled round the 
houfe. I did not quit my room the 
whole day. A gentle rap at £he door 
at laft, roufed me from my lethargy, 
gpd before I €0uld fpeak, I faw a man 
ftanding before me with a Ihew-box: 
upon his back. He alked me if I did 
not choofe to fee his raree-fhow ? and 
without waiting for my anfwer, he fct 
his apparatus before me. To get rid 
of him quiekly, I gave him a piece of 
money, accompanied with a polite af- 
furance, that I had no defire to fee 
his raree-fhew. I thought he would 

ielf fo fincereiy confefles. If I had obferved this. 
beforehand, .1 Ihould have left out this little ap- 
pendix", thoiigh I made it* my duty to deliver 
every thing to the public as I have found it. 

H 5 depart 
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depart iramediately, but I was very 
much miftaken. He firft looked at me 
and then the money. At laft he faid, 

" I never had fo much given me be- 
fore,'* and returned me the money. 

" You muft have made a miftake !" 

T darted. I found I bad given him, 
in my hurry, a fmall gold piece — cer- 
tainly too great a prefent for my fitua* 
tion. He obferved my embarraffment. 

** Take the money back again," faid 
he, " I will not profit by your error.*' 

I did fo; though I would* readily 
have given it to him, through the fear 
of his being a fpy. At that time the 
fmalleft circumftances were to me of 
confcquence, and which I (hould not 
'^ have troubled myfelf about.-r- 
^ I gave 



r 



^ 



ik 



( 1*5 ) 

I gave him a fmaller piece;. He tKaiik- 
ed 10169 but entreated me very much 
to look into his box* To get rid of 
hioL, J was obliged to comply with his 
requeft. He opened it, and I imme^ 
diately ftarted back — I beheld feveral 
fcenes of the Princess Kfe, (which could 
be known only to a very few perfons,) 
fo accurately rcprefented, that he who 
had a knowledge of them,. could not 
but recolle6t them. I looked figmft- 
cantly at the man, he difregarded me, 
and begged of pie to fee the other. — 
My aftonifliment now rofe to the high- 
eft degree. I faw the figure of a Polifh 
Jew, which exgSly refembled me, with 
the following words under.it, " The> 
Coimt O ... as a Polifli Jew.'^— I teft 
all my pa^ence. In an angry manner 
I pi«flbed the box from me ;^^ 

^ Are the agents of hell to be found 
vtety whert V^ I exckimed, and damp- 
ed upon the ground. 

H 6 '' Not 
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^ Not eveiy where/' laid the ihew* 
man, as he giaiped me fay the hand. 

" Who are you i"^ I cried^ ftartkig 
with confufion. 

" Will you defert your firiend ? 

I ftood for a moment fpeechlefs. H^ 
dfew a handkerchief from his pocket, 
said wiped his face. 

" Do you not know your friend Sey- 

Bflour?" 

It was him. My joy bordiered.Up* 
6n frenzy. At a time, when I believed 
myfelf abandoned by all, when' I could^ 
not even whifpermylentimefitSjibr fear of 
being overheard anddifcoveied, I found 
a friend, who had ever deferved my vene- 
ration and k>ve. No one that has not 
been in the fame iituation,. can. poffibly 
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have aii idea of my fenfatiotis. E^er/ 
misfortune operated upon me with* 
double foree, beeaiife I had no friend- 
to whom I could communicate my fuf- 
ferings. Now' I was in poffeffion of 
that valuable ti^afure, and preffed him 
with affeftion to my heart. After the 
firft burft of tranfport was over, I beg- 
ged gf him to relate to me the caufe 
which brought him hither,, and what 
could have induced him to leavte his 
native country? — ^"ITiat he never would 
really have followed the trade of a fhew- 
man, was very clear to me.. 

" I wifhetl,*' he began, '^ as you will 
remember, to return to England. I 
* travelled through Paris ; and an acci- 
dent obliged nfte to make a longer ftay 
there than I at firft intended. Several 
onforcfeen events ledticed my finances, 
and I was obliged, uatil liew remit- 
ts^nc6s 9nived, to (kfift^fromipurfuing 

my 
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nay journey. In the mean time^ I f^ 
forted to all the public places ef direr* 
fion. I went ope evening into a nu* 
merous ibciety. The bottle circulated 
brifklyj and the canveHation became 
very agreeable.— At laft a juggler came 
into the room^ and ^begged to enter- 
tain us with his tricks. 

" If they are worthy to be fees/' 
faid a noble fpark, « the fociety will 
peihaps indulge you." 

" To prove that they are, I wffi ihew 
you a fpecimen/* continued he, " and 
let your own judgmeat deter«ain^, whe- 
ther I (hall proceed ^ bw^.^—H^ peiv 
fprmed fome that w^e apt chh^jiuiOj 
and which eificited aw ^mkaltWk 

The foci^ ^imiimxiiSy di^ed him. 
to go on, and ^every i^ew tridc he pa^ 
duced, pfDciirtd liim i»ik appbafe. 

That 
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Thnt he VTM an ' Englifhrnim I imme^^ 
diately perceived by faU accent, i^hich 
made tne attentive to him. It feemed 
to me^ that his feataree were not un* 
known to me ; but i could not imme- 
diately recoiled who he was. Under 
the pretext, that I wifhed to learn fome- 
of his . tricks, , and to countenance a 
countryman, I afked him to call on me 
next morning, and to 'take his breaks 
faft With me. He c^me, and in a little' 
time I difcovcred, that I had been in- 
timately acquainted with liim from a 
boy. Hk name ^^^as: Johnfon. My 
joy on this occafion, was equal to' 
yours, when you difcovered me. I 
had been educated with him. His 
&tlier liad been tulor at my father's. 
His talents, aa4 chfearful iieart, had ac^ 
quired him the patronageof my father, 
and he Offered Mm to he my playfel- 
low, and cd^iant companion, .^the 
pivileges diaA I enjoyed^ were alfo l>e^ 

ilowed 
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flowei!' upon him y he was mftruftfed hy ' 
the fame mailers, and dreffed as I was^ 
I: could not Ibew in my whole ward- 
robe a jfingle thing, which he did not 
alfo poffefe, and frequently, I obferVed,. 
that he excelled me. Being the ©nljr 
child, the tender love of my mother^ 
(who was dead) had fome what Spoiled 
me, and I very often told the. fervants,. 
haughtily, that I was the oii;ily heir to 
a large fortune. Myv prudent fethei' em- 
ployed this method,* to (hew me diftinft- 
ly, that from mejrit jalope our charf£ter 
muft be. eftimatedi and h^ gained, his^. 
point by that; means ibpner than he 
would have done ,by .mcMralizing. I 
was at firft angry; wiith;, him, and hated 
Johnfon -, but this.: 4^4- nqt la^ lorjg, 
for, on aecoi^lat jof bi| foUte aiid gpod 
conduft, he. acqirired^ the efteera pf the. 
\^hole family ; and,, by hi6.fmoere;l(>ve, 
for fit^j I foon. w^$ : cQnfci9iis Qf hht 
go&d: qualities. Wejbfccajoooe.th^ >feft 

of 
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of friends, and endeavoairecT to exceJI 
each other in affe£tion. He difeovered 
a talent for mechanics. As I did not 
fiiiFer him to ecllpfe me in any thing, I 
a]fo applied myfelf to the art ; but, b/ 
bis induftry and perfeveranee, be foon ex- 
celled me in that fcience ; I alfo wa« not 
fo much interefted with it as himfel£ 
My father let us want for nothing. 
He hired matters who gave ns the beft 
inftrutSlions. The moft expenfive in- 
ftruments were alfo procured, and John- 
fori foon finifhed a variety of curious 
things. From thence he went on far* 
then A genius like his, vras not fatis- 
fied with continuing in a beaten traft y 
he had a defire always to fee and ftudy 
fomething new. Mathematics, which 
we had often reiad with our tutor, whO' 
was a very clever and expert man, had 
difcoveired to him feveral departments 
of knowkdge, which he now wifhed 
to ac4uire. He made fun-dials, he 

manu- 
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manufa£lured optical gja(fes, befides^ 
electrical machines, and Dcver failed to- 
execute any thing that appeared wor- 
thy of his attenticHi. To be brief, (for 
I fee clearly that the recoHcQion of my 
paft days, and the <|iialkies of my 
friend, have madte me raihcr too loqua-* 
cious,) he became foon fo cxpqrt and 
ingenious, that he often, although a 
boy of fourteen years, -was the ohjeGt 
of adn^iration ; and, on that accoimt, 
he wa$ calkd llie little Jack of ail 
traides. He weni on thus till he attain- 
ed his twenty-ifecood year, when Ite, 
with great induftiy, applied himfetf to 
diemiftry ; in which he £:>on made 
many new and ufeful difcoveries. About 
that tinue my father died, and he kriS 
• a friend who had never let him wa&t fiwr 
any thing, but gratified his wiflies at 
any expence. He now determined to 
travel. AH my perfuafions to detain 
him were fruitlefel He flood ftrm to 

his 
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his intejition, and I could not even 
obtain a permiiSon to travel with him. 
He even refufed the confiderable le- 
gacy which my father had left him. At 
that I became angry, for I willingly 
would have fhared ^ith him my whole 
fortune, which he knew perfeSly well j 
but I could not prevent him from exe- 
cuting l^is purpofe. He would not 
even accept any money from me. 

** WeH then, you may go," feid I, 
and embraced him with unfeigned for-* 
row. ' ^ 

It is impoffible for me to difcoyer 
what it was that induced him to defert 
the man, who had afted towards him 
like a brother, and for whom he had 
the greateft regard. — I was not able to. 
guefs it. A letter which I, fliortly after 
his departure, received from him, has 
difcovered it to me. After a long apo- 
logy 



logy for his conduft, he fays : ^' that it 
was impoflible for him to live any 
Tonger upon the bounty of his friend's.'* 
He confidered my father's generofity 
as an aft of charity — but it was a vrrong 
idea. " He, however, would endea- 
vour to fupport Wmfelf. The death of 
lYiy' father caufed him to rcfe^ nporr 
eircumftances that never ftruck him be- 
fore. He would not have a feeond 
bendfadtor, that he might not mifs 
hims and wifhed not to expofe himfelf 
to the danger of lofing his fupport, 
when it had become impoffible for hinr 
to exift without it. And if even he 
had not that to fear, he fhould be de- 
ficient in his duty, if he expefted that 
fnom another which he was able to- 
procure for himfelf '' — He added many 
other things J but this is fufficient. to* 
give you an idea- of a man, who will 
foon acquire yoiw efteem ; of one who* 
rather chofe to wander in4he wopJd^ 
'* . thaa 
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than to eajoy ik^X reft and afflnence 
which he could not procure by his 
genius. I will not detain you longer 
with his hiflory, though it is very re- 
markable. You will be pleafed more, 
if you. heat it irbm hiitifelf,.and I am 
confident he will excite your admira- 
tion and tefpeQ.* 

The days whicTi we fpent together 
it Pans wei'e exceexUngly agreeable. 
We related our hiftories to each other, 
which indeed afforded a great fund of 
entertainment ; for, fince I received 
that letter, I had hot either feen or 
jieard &om hirti. Hefaid, thatheliad 
written feveral times to me, but as I 

* He bas indeed afterwalrds relai49d to Count 
O ... his hidory, which alfo came to my hands 
with thefe papers. It, is very reipadcaUe ; and^ 
Should I again have any leifure time, and my 
readers have ti tlefire for it, I wiH publifh it. 

. fiCHILL-ER. 

never 
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aerer obt^cd the letters, I could not 
ai^wer ^lem. 

I related to him the events which 
happened to me at Venice widi tht 
Prince . • . After i had finifliei*, he 
fuddenly jumped from Ms feat^ and 
ran up and down the room^ as if in- 
fluenced by fome extraordinary idea. 

•* We fhaH'feve him f" he e^tckiiti^ 

ed. — . . '. 

/• What, tbePrince ?'^~ 

" Yes, the Prince 1" Ae replied firm- 
ly. 

Haw win that be pebble ? - 

*• My dear friend} don't Jefle^ upon 
tfiat atprefentj.it w«nt^ but me de£- 
peiate attempt. I fee the poffibility of 

the 
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.the mcsafure. Judging from wh»t I 
ba¥e he^ixi, there is fonacthing ferious 
.at the bottom of thefe tricks. Let us 
deftroy the plans of malice, which will 
perhaps be the ruin of many thoufands, 
before th^ come to marlurity." 

Suppofe they have in view Something 
iB€Mre tha» cheatbg him. of his money, 
do you not believe, that many are at 
work, and that lefifianoe would be 

^* Undoubtedly, opoi xefiftance — but 
kt us woi^ againft them where they 
do not fulped us^ aood in away, that 
they cannot perceive the machine, but 
only eaqperience die efie£l of ins opera- 
^cm. liw, my fiiend we certaial^ 
are able to undertake. I am too well 
acquainted with the dece^ftil ^tcks in 
^sr woddy which am pubMhed as 
vomkrsi aiidif I can 4» DOtbkig mofe 

than 
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tTian merely, cfaace away die mill froth 
the eyes of the Prince, I may, perhaps, 
fave him from being enveloped in their 
diabolical friai'es.** . ' 

This propofition was fo noble, that, 
although it may prove fruitlefs, I con- 
-fented to it. When jmy remittances 
arrived, we made the beft of our way 
to Italy. A trifling indifpofition, which 
,affe£ted my. friend, retarded* our journey 
for a little time. Johrifon requeffed :J 
would difmifs my feryants, and retain 
ipnly one jGngle footman^ wHo *was 
fitflicifintly faithful and prudent, not to 
difcover any. of bur plans* : > 

Johnfon difguifed himfelf and us fo, 
that we were quite unknown^ a. pre- 
caution which was vay ' neceflary, — 
He alfo pbiervedj that in our meam 
^rejfs, we (houJd. be able tq.make more 
^bfcrvations than otherwise, for he 

main- 
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.faaintained, that they were lefs fufpi- 
cious of the poor than the great. We 
took lodgings feparately, at difFereiK 
inns,* to have a moxc ample field for 
the execution of our plans, we even 
went fo feir as to have feveral lodging- 
houfes, in which we alternately refided, 
having firft changed our dreffes, and 
concealed our country, for we all fpokq 
differenr languages with equal pron^pti- 
tude. By that means, dear O . . ,, I 
fucceeded in difcovering you, notwith- 
ilanding your difguife." 

^ But how was that poflible?" faid 
I, interrupting him. 

* 

** You betrayed yourfelf," he replied : 
^' I lodged in the fame inn that you 
-did, ^d, by accident, was put into 
tl^ room over your's. If I awoke in 
the Qight, I conftaiitly beard fome one 
fpeaking in your chamber. This made 

VOL. II, 'J me 



( 170 ) • 

me attentive. I laid myfelf upon the floor 
of the room, and overheard, through 
a crack, all that you faid. I foon 
perceived that you was talking in your 
deep. You muft have been difturbed 
very much by frightful dreams 5 for your 
exclamations were generally — Murder ! 
Defpair ! Perifti ! Down ! Dbwn !-*- 
Several times I heard you mention the 
name of the Prince, and this induced 
me to prefume that you were the man, 
whom I had fuch a great defire to fee. 
I overheard you for feveral nights, and 
was at laft confirmed in my opinion 5 
for you fpoke of things which no other 
perfon but yourfelf could poffibly know. 
Has he not iimilar views with us, faid 
I'; knowing as I do, that he was 
fuch a trufty friend of the Prince, and 
loved him {o much? Is he not en- 
deavouring to be ufeful to the Prince 
in that difguifes becaufe he has ren- 
dered 
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dercd it impoffible, by undeferved treat- 
ment, to appear in his true form. 

What ! — exclaimed I, full of admi- 
ration — Y<Ju have been told, then, hovr 
the Prince has treated me ? 

More than that, he arifwered. You 
(hall foon be convinced from Johnfon's 
letters, which I will communicate to 
you hereafter, and then went on — 

However, I. did not think proper to 
difcover myfelf to you, as Lord Sey- 
mour, until I was fully convinced of 
the faft. 

I was fufpicious, although it was 
improbable, that you were a fpy in 
that difguife for the purpofe of betray- 
ing me : I was, therefore, obliged to 
a£t with the greateft precaution. For 
I 2 that 
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that T^afon I appeared in the char&£kr 
of a (hew-man. 

I had drawn, fome time back, for 
my amufement, thofe fcenes which I 
difplayed to you, tod it immediately 
ftruck me that they wouW be ufeful to 
me in this irillance. 

Left I fliould be deceived, which 
muft have appeared in your condu£t, 
I kept back your portrait until the laft, 
which i^ftantly gave me to underftand, 
that I was not wrong in my conjec- 
tures. 

We were fome time^ faid Lord Sey- 
mour,, without being able to accomp- 
lifh any of our plans, in fpite of the 
greateft exertions. Every evening we 
met together, and communicated to 
each other our difcovcries, and plan- 
ned what meafures we were to take 

in 
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ia future. But, aljtliough we. thought 
ourfelves adepts at invention, we never 
could, by any ftratagem, approach the 
Prince. 

" A good idea muit^e executed, 
though it may be founded on a bad pri^- 
ciple," faid Johnfon, " or all our un- 
dertakings will avail nothing, and our 
affiftance probably arrive too late." For 
that reafon he wrote -a note to the 
Prince, in which he invited him to 
appear alone, at the dead of the night, 
in a certain folitary place. He con- 
veyed it, unperceived, into the Prince's 
pocket. He had written it fo artfully, 
that the Prince, no doubt, prefumed it 
came from the Armenian. The defire 
he had to be farther acquainted with 
this myfterious being, from .whom he 
had heard nothing for fome time, made 
us certain that he would not refufe 
this invitation. We were not deceived ; 
I 3 he 
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he came. We hired two fellows la 
attack him, and came paft as it were 
by accident. Johnfon was to run to 
his affiftance. For appearance fake, he 
ftruggled with them, until they ran 
away at a iroife made by myfelf and 
Mathias. Johnfon conducted the Prince 
home, and we went, as quick as pof- 
fible, to our lodging*. 

The fuccefs of this event you will 
find in Johnfon's letters to me. They 
were fent, to avoid aU iiitercourfe with 
him, by a faithful waterman, to whom 
Johnfon delivered them for me, and 
by that means he alfo obtained my 
anfwers. 

f I have omitted inferting this event before, 
which my friend, the Baron F . . .,. in his rela- 
tion, has (lightly mentioned/ becaufe I thought 
this the bert place for it. 

Count O . . . 

And 
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And thofe letters, added the Count 
O . . . I will communicate to the rea- 
der from Lord Seymour, from a French 
tranflation,' which he made at my re- 
queft, as I did not undcrftand the Eng- 
lifh language. 

I have only omitted that which the 
public is already acquainted with from 
the preceding pages. 

Here the thread will be again united, 
which the death of my friend feparst* 
ted. 



I 4 LET- 
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LETTER I- 

JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR* 

September Vl,** 

I AM not able to recover myfelf 
from what I may juftly call my ex- 
travagant happinefe. Friend, rejoice 
with me — AH has fucceded to my ut- 
moft wifhes, and I look forward with 
pleafure to the lime when the Prince 
will be freed from his enemies. My 
whole plan is fixed upon, and althoUgh 
every thing appears in confufion, I 
hope, however, that time will produce 
the defired eflFe£t. I pity the Prjnce 
from my heart. I foon difcovered how 
he was fituated. He has a good un- 
derftanding, and an excellei^t heart; 
and fhame to them who have fo induf- 
trioufly laboured to fpoil both. 

But 
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But why do I communicate to you 
things which you know already better 
than myfelf ? You may judge of the 
degree in which my happmefs made 
me quite abfent. 

I fliall be obliged to aQ with more 
caution in future. My plans were on 
the point of being defiroyed ; for Bion- 
dello came fuddenly into my room as I 
was writing. ' It was fortunate that I 
heard him approaching : I had juft time 
enou|^h to fecrete ail my papers^ and 
walk with indifference towards the 
window. He did not fcem to take 
any notice of me, but took his hat and 
cloak -and went out, pr<rfjably, upon 
Ibme of tbe Prince's errands. 

Sut I wai now tell yoaa every tibing 

that ap|>ea(r6 to mfs of confequence^ 

4iat I sos0f not again he iiMerrupted ; 

fi S k 
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it would be impoffible for me to coa- 
neft my whole train of thoughts. 

I conduced the Prince home, a^ 
you already know, under the pre- 
text of protefting him. He permit- 
ted me to do it without hefitation ; for 
he did not feem to have recovered 
from his fright, into which the circum- 
ftance of meeting two ruffians, inftead 
of the Armenian, had thrown him. He 
did not fpeak until we entered his 
room. He then introduced me to one 
of his barons and Biondello, who were 
in the fame room, as the faviour of his 
life. He thanked me heartily, and told 
me to a(k of him any favour.-r-I con* 
iidered for fome time, and at . laft told 
him, that he would fhew me the higheft, 
mark of friendfhip, if he would keep 
me in his fervice ; for I had fometime 
ago loft my matter, and had endeavojiuj-* 
cd^ in vain, to get a new one. I gave 

myfelf 
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myfelf out for an EnglUhman of a good 
family ^ I told him that my eldeft bro- 
ther, during my minority, fpent my 
fortune, and forced me to the neceffity 
of feeking for fubfiftence in the humili- 
ating capacity of a fervant. By the 
laft part of my ftory, I hoped to excite 
his pity towards me ; for I am con^ 
fident that we feel always more com- 
pafiion for thofe who are reduced from 
affluence to poverty, than for fuch as from 
their birth are acquftomed to fervitude. 
If he fympathifed with me, I could 
very foon claim his confidence. In 
that point I fucceeded to my fatisfac- 
tion in a fliort time. But what I am 
rejoiced at moft is, that he has made 
me his chamberlain ; in which fituatioa 
I fliall often have an opportunity of be- 
ing alone with him. He would not, 
he faid, degrade the faviour of his life 
by a livery -, and regretted only, that 
it was not at prefent entirely in his 
1 6 power 
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power to hifekfe md mdepertdent of ite 
l^rorid* 

As chAmb6riaih, I aiti td havt a 
frtiall ix)om to myfelif; but thfe is hdt 
yet quite ready, ffioridello ha^ permit- 
ted me, for that time, to make ufedf 
bis. Hie is^ Very friendly towbrds me 5 
and> although I acktiowledge his civi- 
lity for appearance fake, ytet I do not 
truft him I for he has fo much flattery 
and cunnihg about him, thtat I feat hs 
has very little hohefty left. 

Several days after. 

THANK'God^ I am' ift poffeffioii oif 
my little rooni, iand begfia to writfe te 
ybU again> which was till now im- 
poffiWe for Ae to do, BiondeHo watch^ 
cd me fo narrowly* I muft not ^ 
tribute that to the iVmce, beciufe he 
is i^ever miftruffiful. Yet I will not 
a judge 
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j4id^ hafihly. I have not yet con-- 
veried with the Priute ; but as mj 
deaths are not come from the tailor's, 
I will afcribe it to that circoftiftance ; 
hnt if when I am equipped he ihuns 
ttiCi I mud conclude that there is fome« 
thing more at the bottom erf* it. 

One day later. 

TfillS morning, early, I obtained at 
laft my drefs ; and you are not able to 
imagine with what apparent rapture I 
put them on. . Biondello was prefent, 
and gave me joy, on my exchanging 
my old cloaths for fuch rich ones. But 
whilft I rejoiced to think how I had 
fucceeded, he believed it arofe from a 
childifh love of finery, and this, I have 
no doubt, made him aflure me that 
they fitted me extremely well. I let 
him enjoy his error, and to confirm his 
opinion, I took every part into mj^ 

hands. 
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hands,' and contemplated it with a 
foolifh pride, . fmiled at myfelf- in the 
glafs, ^and neglefted nothing that could 
convey to him the idea of my being 
a ftupid clown. To make the joke 
complete, I told him, that I intended 
now to take a walk, to Ihew myfelf to 
the people, which I had not courage 
to do in my old coat. I intend, by 
that manoeuvre, to fend you my firft 
letter, and I am forry if you have beem 
at all embarrafled on my account* 



LBT- 
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LETTER II. 

/OHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 

Octolfer \, 

BIONDELLO is the moft cunning 
fox in the world; but I have, in*fpite 
6f his ingenuity, deceived him. By 
the confidence which he feems to put 
in me, he watches me fo clofely, that if 
I had not taken great care, I ihould 
Certainly have' betrayed myfelf ; but I 
havd at laft made him believe that I 
am a perfeft' unfufpefting blockhead, 
tad indeed it is the opinion- that I wiA 
bim to have of nie^in my prefent fitua- 
tion. He ftudied to find out in me 
more than I chofe to let him know ; 
tad f he trouble he gave himfelf to ao- 
^omplifli thisj is a fure proof that in 
liim- there is fomething more than the 
mere fecretaiy of the Prince. The 

Prince 



( 184 y 

Prince has a very high opinion of him. 
He does not confider him as his fer- 
vant, but his trufty friend. I pretended 
not to underftand a word of the Vene- 
^ tian language (and Biondello think« he 
is quite fure of it, for he has tried 
many experiments to prove the faft), 
and all thofe ivho do not fpeak Englifli^ 
I converfe with in French j they are 
iK>t at aU fofpicious of me, but often 
talk dboiit thin^ when I am prefent, 
which, if they k^e w I uoderftood them» 
they v/olild certainly conceal from me. 
As diey look upon me to be of no 
Ci^iequence in oppofition to dieir 
fehemcB, and the Prince likes me to 
be about his peribti^ I ftow conftaadf 
attend him, aiid be enjoys tfie advaa*^ 
,<ti^ a^ he fuppofes, of not being 
-obliged «b lend me out of the voom if 
ifie 18 coayenfii^ with any one^ which 
ht k ^way^s dbiS^god to do with hia 

other 
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•ther fervants, as they underftand tbp 
language. 

Laft mght, as I was undreffing him 
in his room, BiondeHo was prefent. 
After converfing upon^dme indifferent 
topics, they began about me. Kon- 
dello thought my qualities were ftupi- 
dity, fincertty, and honefty. The PHnce 
faid that ht was pleafed with my per- 
fon, and thoi>ght the qualities Bion- 
dello fpoka of were better than good 
int&U^&s^ uoited with a bad heart. 

" He is alfo courageous," faid he, 
^ and to that I owe my life, at kaft 
«y freedom/'— 

•^ BiondeHo underftood thid hint. He 
Altered his tone immediately} for, « 
firft, he Was very fatirical. He might 
have forgotten himfelf. H^ now talked 
a great deal about me, and faid many 

hand- 
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handfoxne things of me to flatter tht 
Prince. From that they turned to the 
fubjeft of the attack made' upon th« 
Prince, and cracked their brains for a 
long time to difcover the perfon who* 
hired the bravos to murder him. That 
the note did not come from the Ar*- 
menian, Biondello maintained, for it 
was not likely, that if he meant to at* . 
tempt the Prince's life, he would exe* 
cute his plans with iuch temerity. The 
Prince agreed with him, and the only* 
doubt then remaining was, who could 
poffibly have views upon his perfon, if 
it was not him, who had already given 
him to underftand fo. Biondello point-* 
ed out to him the poffibility, that hi$ 
own court had done it to lay hold of 
him. It immediatefy ftruck the Prince 
fo forcibly, that he broke oiit into a 
moft violent paflion. It is true allcir- 
cumftances united, ferve to ftrengthen 
this fuppofitions for I learned by the. 

con- 
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•onverfation, that the Prince had late- 
ly i«ceived a very rigorous letter from 
thence ^ and Biondello reminded him 
of the converfation which paffed at St. 
George.* This circumftance apparent- 
ly confirmed the fa£l in the Prince'^ 
mind. His expreffions I will not re- 
peat here. I do not know if I ani 
wrong, but it fecmed to me as if Bion- 
dello was pleafed with the idea, that 
the Prince defpifed his* court: for he 
knew the kind of language that would 
increafe the Prince's anger, without 
letting him fufpe£l his cunning. This 
man pofleffes dexterity fufficient to 
guide any perfon where he pleafes, 
without his being able to perceive the 
thread with which he leads him. He 
fometimes appears quite different to 
that which you would fufpeft. Xowarda 
me he did not always aft with fuch 

* See the prec€|iing part of this Vol. page 43. 

pre- 
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precaution ; for that rcafon I difcovered 
more of his character thaa I otherwife 
could have done. He had ftri£l coders. 
from that hour to have his wits about 
him, and alfe to intercept the letters of 
Baron F . . . ^a cavalier of the Prince's 
houfeholdj to Count O ... to fee if 
they would lead to any thing fatisfac- 
tory. 

« For/' added the Prince, *^ this 
F • . . feenaed £bme tkne back diffiitis* 
fied with my contimiing here." 

What this will lead to, I am notaWe 
to fee at prefent. I wifh I could but 
give a hint to Baron F . . . to be upon 
his guard, for if Biondello confpires 
againft him, he muft fall a facriUce to 
his plans. 



Several 
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t 

Several days after. 

BIONDELLO every day puts more 
and more confidence in me, and it is, 
in all probability, becaufe I communi- 
jcate lo him, with the greateft accuracy, 
^'that I hear and fee ; but you'll, un- 
derftand, I tell him only thofe things 
which he ought to know. — I feem to 
keep no fecret from him. He often 
Mens with the greateft patience to the 
ridiculous nonfenfe with which I en- 
deavour to entertain him ; and he gene- 
rally complimeots me upon my talents, 
and good conduft in trufting to him 
with fuch fincerity. Indeed, the me- 
thod I have t^en is the beil way to 
infure his countenance. But he is mif- 
1 taken in my chara£ier, notwithftanding 
:the accurate knowledge he poffefTes of 
•mankind. In every converfation I dif- 
^tinguiih more and more what an 

, opinion 
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opinion he has of me ; indeed he be- 
gins to give me little conuniffions, but 
which at prefent do not confift of any 
thing farther than to have a watchful 
eye, in his abfence, upon the Prince*! 
conduft, and to communicate to him 
all what I have perceived and heard* 
And, to enable me to do this efFe£tual- 
ly, he takes care that every little new 
trait in my charafter is reported- in a 
favourable manner to the Prince, who 
becomes every day more and more 
attached to me, and prefers me to all 
his other fervants; indeed he has of 
late appeared very fufpicious of them, 
which is, in all probability, a contrir 
vance of Biondello's, in whom he puts 
the moft unlimitted confidence. 

That I fhould fucceed fo well, and 
in fo fhort a time, 1 did not imagine 5 
it exceeds my moft fanguine expecta- 
tions. I will fet it down as one of my 
1 great 
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great mafter-pieces of art, if I am able 
. to outwit this Biondello. 

A certain Marquis, by name Civi- 
-^'tella, has juft left the Prince. I have 
often feen him here. I queftion whe- 
ther he feeks any thing beyond the 
honour of the Prince's friendfhip. They 
feem very intimately acquainted, and 
indeed I cannot blame the Prince for 
that ; for this Marquis has many good 
qualities, and feems to ftudy to difplay 
them to advantage in the prefence of 
the Prince. However, I have heard 
the Prince many times promife to pay 
him money ; and, from what I could 
colleft, it is not a fmall fum. — Then 
the Prince is iii debt — it cannot be 
otherwife, from his prefent extrava- 
gance. — But how are they to be paid, 
when I know, for certain, that he re- 
ceives nothing from his court ? Is n6t 
this a diabolical pl^n of the Armenian, 

to 
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to detain him, and fucceed m his dft- 
figns upon him ? 1 advife you, friend, 
to provide yourfelf with money, which 
may be had immediately • vpon your 
orders. I leave it entirely to your pru- 
dence, how you will accomplifli this 
neceffary obje£t without betraying your- 
felf. 

. •- 

I iiiuft tell you of a difcov^ry which 
I have juft m^de, an,d which I thjink Qf 
confeqvienc^ : — The Priujce .generaljy 
goes out towards ^evenitig, and this 
happens very oft^n j and, to day I 
hear, he belongs to a certain fociety, 
called the Bucentauro, Could you not 
learn fomething about this fedt^ and 
whether we rauft alfo direft pur atten- 
tion to that. He was .fcarcely ^pne, 
when I haftened to my roogi to write 
to you. I h;ad juft finifhed the Jaft lipe 
as Biondello came In. J muft tell yoju 
that ,.he does ngt fufpefl ^y .thing 

when 
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w^eniie finds me engaged in wrltrng.. 
I have told him that I have a great de- 
light in making verfes, and on that ac-^ 
count I have always a poem lying at 
my fide, which, as foon as I hear any 
perfon coming, I put in the place of 
the ktter ; and, to play my part well, 
I afFeft to tranflate it to him, (for he 
does not underftand Englifli) and re- 
peat the moft ftupid nonfenfe Vith a 
kind of poetic mania. This time he 
had not a defire to hear my poetry, but 
intreated me to defer reading it to a fu- 
ture opportunity, and go with him to 
his rooni -, fo that he might be prefent 
when the Prince arrived. This I did, 
and'l was obliged to report to him all 
that had happened to the Prince during 
his abfence. When we were in the 
height of our converfation, there cwie 
into the room an old man. He was 
bent low bepeath his years 3 but there 
was an expreffion in his countenance 
VOL. II. jc whicK 



which ' ill accorded wkh hW ag^.- Jfis 
voice alfo was full and feguteri apd; Yft 
had not that trembling pfoiiun'ciatioti 
which generally aflfefts aged ' peppk. 
BiondeKo told me that, he was feis re- 
lation, I was going'^to aibfent myf^ 
but he entreated cqje to flay; as his 
coufia, be iaid, did nbt underlfei«i aity 
other language than the Venetian, aiui 
as, befidies, he had nothing of confe- 
quence to commimicatc to him. • The 
old man looked at me witb fti^diori, 
bat I bufied myfelf with a book, and 
took no notice of him. 

'*^ Do you know for certain that be 
does not underftand.us ?*• faid he.:"' Are 
jou fore that he is not an impoftot ?'* 

JKondello told him he need not be 

under any apprehenfion. — He defcribed 

my charaSer to him, and, faid, flmt in 

.. fprte 

1 
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^OSCirfy ftcf{)i«ty li»^«ia rHiSLeme 
offerVfeetehim. : I, 

«• I ^1 fe^eve jrmi/* he fexclahned, 
" for I afflfi acquainted wi&' your talent 
in the IcAewledge of mankind; and 
whifeh ^ak'es you worthy of your dan- 
gerous eniployment. The greater part 
of the fabrife, which I have curitiufl)^ 
teifedi Tefts upon yoiir flioulders. Db 
Mt loofe, for heafven's fakfe, at the 
moment of its aceomplifliment,' that 
firmnefs which will prevent our beings 
buried in the ruins. I know your cau- 
tion and forefight are very great. Think 
filfo on the reward you will gain, when 
we behold your giant work completed. 
I expe£l letters from . . . and We are 
fhen' at the fummit of bur willies 5 for 
the Prince wiH not make any refift- 
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dertook, has been of great femeer* 

•'Is there any thing impoffible ? Had 
I not found great difficijlties in perfua-^ 
ding the Court of . . d . . to agree ia 
our plans, the mountains, which now 
appear before us, ihould long ago have 
difeppeared. I did not miftruft you, 
believe me. Though it were fo, I fhotdd 
forgive you 5 for how could you be 
able to penetrate into .my fchemes ? — 
You believed that many things werje 
the effeft of chance, which I contrived 
and put into execution. — Can you fup^ 
pofe that the Prince of . . d . . came to 
Venice for nothing ?" 

*' No one can poffibly imagine what 
ftepsyout prudence takes." 

" You muft know then, that he 

came hither at my*requeft, to eaiice 

2 our 
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our Prince to « licentious manner of 
living, and to bring him> by that 
means, nearer to the point on which 
my plans are centered." 

^* Pardon me, when you could {6 
eafily have communicated with the 
Court upon the conduct of the Rince,' 
why was that journey neceflary ?'' 

" Is it not eafier to remove a Prince 
from the place where it is likely his 
penetmting eyes would have pried into 
Qur defigns, than to make thoufands' 
privy to our plans/. I had only to write 
to the Prince to come> for we had 
fettled it fome time ago. — I knew he 
was a.membet of the oi^er of * . . I 
am one of them, I wrote to the fupe- 
rioris of the order, and they contrived 
to fend ineflages to him, which made 
h^^i^li)>elieve he was invited to fee the 
iWernal part of the ianftuary.*' 

& 3 ^lam 



)}§Hi yW alwfay s ^ppi^ar to me m ^-ipi^^. 

farther. The fecop4: itep ^a§ IWrf diffir 
cult for me to take. The Count P . . . 
i^fi^ winifejr ^ the (Caurlrof ./Jd . . 
Fg| agji^prafise: jfeli^, the feefelt King^ 
w^jftr^ thcr :ai€^\^iiy:toiit P. ...goyems; 
he is the n^fl^bine by^uhi^h. crery thirtj^ 
is regulated. This P . . . has long been 
v^yfrkn^i I w»9 pqqiiftinted wA him 
ij*ilft he y^%i mW^r f*'^carie, and: 
I ptop^jfed him far ff m^mhnt o( the 
qii^er Bf , , t At tba^ time, tl^libetch 
Qf Af piJaii^. iMhidhi wft; atcr tiow about 
tfe <xe4mtQ/ w^ fliew^ to. hiin, and 
^hich .wAsialwat|8 the fame> dltUaiigh 
^cident haa tbengcd the perfbns b^ 
wboril it ivafe to Iwvi been accomplifli^ 
eri^ * I wrote to him/ tfeat evfelr)* thing 
\Yds mady, and'w^ waited for hiiiionly 
te.bom|)lete it. > . Kothing was eia(f4ii^' 
him^ than to periuade his avaiaabas 
L'. • - '• ', .^ monarch 
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njoHfarqh to let out his troops to . con- 
quer ... to which his council had 
long before direfted their attention. 
P .. . .. .met me at . i . . to brinof me 

the happy account of his fuccefs, and 
the King fufpefted that he wa.s goue 
to conclude a promifed alliance." 

./* Do I dream?-— Is at poffibk to 
pJay thus with Kings ?" replied Kon- 
dello. 

: " I did no* expeO: fuch a qaiaftbn 
fnom you,'', faid the old n\an» ^* Do 
yott not know, that oiie n»ay deceive 
Kings much eafier than other people ; 
becaufe flattery fucceeds to a miracle 
with them ; fpreading, as it were, a 
mift before their eyes ? And if they s^rc 
prudent enough to difregard that iJlu- 
fion, we muft then give them amufe- 
ments to which they are attached, and 
neyer deprive them of any thing, but 
K 4 what 
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wliat relates to ftate affairs, for fear of 
incurring their difpleafure*." 

** And does not the King of . . d . . 
know for what purpofe he lends his 
powers ?'* 

" Is the architeft obliged to explain 
his whole defign to a mafon, who ia 
employed to place ftones and exe- 
cute the work, which probably he 
would not even then underftand ? He 
works for his daily bread, and if he 
obtains that, he is fatisfied. — Can the 
King of . • d . . defire more, than the 

♦ I have written every thing down as I found 
it, and I do not know how far this may be true. 
But, if I mayfpeak my opinion, it does hotap> 
pear to nie quite certain ; foT, I have feen in my 
life hut one King, and he feemed to me fo full 
of wifdom and majefty, (probably the old King 
of P . . ., Fr. II.) that I would have fworn that 
his very looks would h%ve awed thofe that ikred 
to uif«lt him. 

. acquis 
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acquifition of . • which xxxuft be of 
great value to him, as it is immediately 
connefted \vith his own tetritories ?-^ 
It is the objeft which he fets his heart 
upon, — However, to fytisfy your Curio- 
fity would take i5> liiat tijne in whicfe 
I hope to hear more import;anji: ac<>ountt 
of the Prince;' \; i 

Biondello riepUed : *' Every thing* is 
in the fame ilate aswh^n you leftps; 
and I have only here and there added 3 
little where it feemed neceflary/* Here 
Biondello related to him the.eVont of 
that evening in which the Princje WJLIi 
attacked, and conclude^ with faying, 
th^tt.he had roade ,uf€j of that cir^nn^ 
fiance to enrage the Prince more aglun^ 
his Court ; for he made hipa believe, it 
. was certain, that the Court intended to 
imprifpnhim^ . '; 

r ' ' ' ••. 

k6 V>9 



Tili «ad man feemed fkd^»d wWr 
t^t, Mid : httnaediatel^ rtpfited^ **• Ifow 
is^he as W"hii Aawiei:' o# thinking ?" 

*♦ ^Ifo ajiproafe&ee more »iwl mo#fe » 
a"lif€>e-tbinkep,*? Ffej^eSd'Koftdelld, «^aixl 
lam e&tiSimiitkm mumi i6i'^^adt&^ i<i 
render him fuch entirely.'* • ' 

•f llieni*' aid ^ old! maBj "'mj 
nackuies- a^' te fudcdi^]^ a«> I taii 
wife." . ..■■.,;...•..:•■{: 

*« Kfowl w6S \M klfo ybw woifc ^ 
Will a jPfee-S^mfeer' feeB^vfi in appari^ 
ttoiis, ? Wiiy be hend Ws neck to the 
y*W of ^ religion which puts r^ftmnt 
oil )»ih^ ^*w4 *which it is- yoair cpkiioti 
lfewi» accept-? -^ 

*^ I fee you are very littlfe Acqutotfed 
with the hunsan hearts To (hake a 
tifeSef, which funcftaftentally refts upon 

con- 



{ 203 ) 

convi^ioA, is very; difficult y but to 
guide the opiuicm of a iceptic is faiE- 
ciently eafy. This may feeni a para* 
dox, but I will prove it to you:— 
]^an — hi him v^ar {i ciDwn, or the 
i^is qf a beggarr—wants always a fup- 
pCHft i^ tryiog ourcMmftances 3 a^d if he 
d^^airs ai ^lU h^ %h^ after comfort 
Vtth doubM ap^i^dty. And what oflfers 
to; him. tM y^Uk^'-for cQnfolation but 
i^Iigton? — HeiK^e^ i^ is evident^ that 
the religions of tho^ n?jions who ar^ 
ftlU, ^ it may. be fajd, in a ftate of 
igDorance^ h^ve infinitely iftore cere- 
9)Cioie^ than tho/ie that a^ eolightened, 
The Prkipe rejeQed this frippQrt, aa4 
launchfod bc^ldly into the gulph of fo- 
phiftry. The mdre he ajeditates Upon 
it# the, more it will perpfex him, - A« 
he fedcs beneath inquiry, he wUl gree-^ 
dily devour any acwidrea thg^ tends to 
diffipate the forilier. And is not jhe, 
Catho&c ieligioD>. ki which there arir 
K 6 fo 
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fo many faints that he cannot doubt hh 
prefervation^ exaftly* calculated for the 
purpofe?** 

" How! Do I hear right? Did yoa 
not 'extol the principles of doabt, and" 
yet yoa called fcepticifin a tottering fa- 
bric ? Have yoti alfo been converted, 
and have you found a greater confolation 
in contemplating the fcapidaij, than m 
your former rational way of thinking ? 
Why do you let appearances fo often 
deceive you? — Is not the tool that h 
ufed by the mechanic for tlie moft 
curious purpofes^ when placed m the 
hand of a child, a dangerous kiftru- 
ment, with which it innocently wounds 
kfelf? Does not folid food afFeft the 
feeble ftomach, whUft it operates not 
upon a ftrong one? And will not i 
child throw fromit the inftrumeiit with 
.which it has wounded itfelf^ whilft Ae 
artift would not fedJ it for any price ?--^ 

Will 



( 305 > 

Will not the perfon of a weak ftomach, 
avoid food' - that is difagreeable to it,' 
whilft the hungry healthy man enjoyr 
it ? But I will argue otherwife. — ^What 
is belief, and what is difbelief? Does 
not the Mahometan think that his be»- 
lief is founded upon principle and au- 
thority, and call the Chrfftian an un- 
believer; whilft the latter thinks- the 
fame of him ? Hence then, we may 
conclude, that belief depends merely 
upon conviftion, the want of which 
diibelief* — ^This is felf-evident/' 

"You think, then, a fundamental 
belief is that of which we feel con- 
vinced, and alfo that men may enter- 
tain different opinions upon the fame 
fubjeft, and yet be called believers.** 

*' They both undoubtedly think that 
Ihey are fo.'" * 



U 



-*4vl5 »ot that a^ ^ aigumejat agatinit 
^CHi ? — K the Prince |hinlqj that "hi?)fe^. 
4ef U j(\mdamental.— " 

/'(Jhen it wo^ldbe difficult to wean, 
feiof ^?^ i^ hut.Jip 4o?S) TOt thjfik ff) ?r . 

. . ' . "^ -: ::"..' ■^'. <i v.; 

^' And y^t he adhercts %o it i^ith ftf«pw 
Be&, and de&nd^ h\$ opinion witji. this 
gr^efl: warmth." 

" lact me aik yQu one queftion :rr7 
Does conviction aJw^y^ c^try >witii ii 
tranquility of mind f'' 

' * " • .> 

" I thought th4t tHey wfere iitfepat 

" M/i. do you find it i^'ith the Ptincc P 
Have you not often told me, that, 
wheafree from di%0ti<fnr>heiiJinKs dif- 
fatisfied with himfelf? He. fis- Kke '» 
child who is pleafed with the brightnef* 

- . - of 
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df a knife, \riiidi. l\e flirawB" aw4y-a$. 
feon as he is- hUrt by; it ; he fe. the in- 
valMwhofeftbfaiddk canndtdi^eft heavy 
food; who Jgiinrds Bgamfb it .ai foon.aa 
he pexcehres .thdiseidl) ahd'dieny ihi 
(Htlear to. rid )hknfdl£al feon' as poflibfo 
df Ins (cxfrnsT dsfocdev, adopts a lighletr 
(pet as ftBcelflhiTfL The ftincn; thinkd 
tiftit manj ki£ thofe things am beneadif 
his notice, which men feiaeu^nt Wl^ 
fo much eagernefs, and from which 
4oAtmtiai ^efleftioB, and an lUibiaJired 
joaind atone cam deliver us. And I dxR 
chrXt to you, tltat in. a fhort' time, he 
wiH belie\9e in i^inte and appari^^ 
itoias. I do not know him ^ I do hot 
kiiow> the human heart, if his fof* 
mer bigetted ideas of reSgion do not 
return witfi double force. Miaft not 
this confequence obtrude itfelf upon 
him asfcMm as. his experieoce teaches 
Imn diat appkritions da oxifb; .that bis 
|ir(dHnfc.plilib£hf9hy.coddj30t once make 
J him 



him difbelieve this> which is the moll 
trifling and unimportant . point that a 
man can doubt of. Would it not much 
lefsbe able to eradicate that idea from 
bis mind whidi education, cuftom, and 
our own partiality, have concurred to 
proclaim by an mtemai voice? Will 
he not pafs from profefFed free-thinking- 
to the contrary extreme, and thank the 
fifiUEln who leads him to it T' 

KondcUo was filent, and appeared 
perfe^ly convinced. The old man rofe 
flowly from his arm chair; Biondella 
then told him fomething which I was 
not able to undeiftand diftinftly ; but I 
learned that he was^ to prepare the 
machines; for, the day after to-morrow, 
there was to be a grand fealL 

Well, friend, what do you think of 
this ccmverfation ? The leaft that we 
can infer from it is, tfiat Biondello is 

con* 
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'concerned in the plot againft the Princ«. 
Who can poffibly be that old man ? — 
Is it not merely the gafconade^ whit?h 
is always peculiar to thofe fort of peo- - 
pie, becaiife they by that method keep 
their underlings (of whom, in all pro- 
bability, Biondello is one) in an afto- 
nilhing dread of their power. So that" 
I know not what to think of his making 
ufe of the . . d . . for the exe- 

cution bf his plan. And for what pur- ' 
pofe. was this employed ? How can it 
have any reference to the Prince? How 
does this all agree with . • ? — Ha ! I 
have a thought — ^What if they intend td 
create the Prince, King of . . . ? — ^Per* 
haps this may be the intention of the 
Court of . . d . . — I muft confefs fm^ 
eerely, that, at prefent^ all is a perfeOr 
ttiyfterj^ to me. 



tk-^ 
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LETTER IIL 

ii-^ . ..." • . ' • 

' JOHNSON TO LORD SEtMOirR. 

THE Prince ia iiwitcd to-morrow to 
a feaft, which is given in St.j Be^r 
dettoi an^ as I underftan^j^ tBe^^Jyon. 
big account. His whole }i9ufejK>14 (eit'- 
cept one) wiil h^ prefent ! an4 whQ> 
this one ihould h^^ is a matter of gr$i^ | 
difpute. The lot wfU probably fall to. 
Biopde}}i2^ . becauilg^ he. baa p^t^nde^^ 
for jlibme tiqpie to, be indi%ofed. '^ | ^^ 
it a pretence, becaufe, in my prefeB^^ 
he doe$ not appear fo, at kail lefs thaa 
vjrhen the Prince is prefent. He will, 
perhaps, a$ foon as we are gone^ em- 
ploy his time in the preparation of the 
machines, of which the old man fpoke. 
His pretended indifpofition prevents 
fufpicion, and makes it more probable. 

And 
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And fflay it not be''po$l|}e. tb^t this 
b;»Bquet is tfei? id^a of thfe «14 nwn?- 
I^liU have a watch^ ^^ ^pm hint» 
and,: iffi^^}ftt will r?»»i«;ijtJwrae. 

dcioher t/ie 5tk 

J KNQW riol what to maho of the 
Fritice -'tQtday. Hei tofe very carfjr, 
Ictokf pak and haggered,' bulr'ftudEaufl^ 
feeks to hidd it ;* and i^ dMatisfi^d Mb 
lire ' appear to lah&rve it; It: is. die> 
f^tmc^ widi Baron F . . and Bioodello/ 
T^ey ^re all fikpt, but the Priiicef 
laughs at thjsm ; yet I can obferve that. 
His niind is not eafy,-rr-Perhaps he has* 
feen an^appaiidan. It i% probable, al«' 
though I Cismnot difpover the truth*. 

* ThQ render kn^^ it already by ft* relation 
($f fiarpA F • . ^n^ f<!>r that re^fon I omit the re^ 
here. 

Anmt^ if the Count O . . . 

The 
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The whole houfe are gone to St. Be- 
nedettO) and I am the only inhabitant 
in this large building. A freezing ho^ 
ror furrounds me. My charafter, as I 
informed you, was miftaken by Bion- 
dello, and he begged of the Prince to 
accompany him. I am glad he is not 
here ; for his dareleflhefs has thrown 
into my hands his pocket-book filled 
widi letters. He left it in his great- 
coat pocket. It contains, to all appear- 
ance, nothing of confequence, but I 
will not omit to fecure any thing that, 
perhaps, at a future period, may be of 
great importance. I thought I (hould 
difcover fomething more when I found 
it, but 1 was deceived, for there were 
only fome little fongs, poems, and love- 
letters. I was about to return it to its 
place, when I refolved to ranfack it 
once more, and behold I difcovered a 
fecret pocket; in which there was the 
^sHowing figure : — 
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It appeared to me to be the key to 
fome private writing, that may one day 
m other fall into our hands, and that 
you will t^e particular care of it I an» 
confident. 



Several. of the Prince's houfehold are 
returned, and in great conftemation. 
It is faid the Prince has killed the Mar- 
quis Civitella, and is fled. The l^afon 
for this rafh aft I know not. God only 
knows how this unfortunate affair viU 
end i 
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THE COJilikiJ'ArK^Qf CAmST O . . . 

V 

AS fooa as!l ha^.read tW^ the letter 
which the JeKv gave me for the Arme- 
nian came iiltor my inhid. I fought it, 
and founJ thpt-thd* figuce was indeed 
the key to the hieroglyphics. I haftened 
immediately to Lord Seyrtionf, te ift- 
Ibrm him ttf this acqnifition. We fat 
ourfeJves ^own, arfd, with that ley, 
ver3r eafily niiravelled^ the whofe. And 
to gratify the curiofity of the reader, 1 
ihall give the contents of the letter, ;^nd 
|om theiey to it inthe trahll^tion. 
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"Statimy fi reiigionh rrnims-NrtKolv- 
eae ejt membmm, € reginte^^*^^ijs 
accepit, *pfQ ¥iojtro etiam fidhebiims 
domino, k wAum folummodo vert^fn 
\mn€ .fuH$fackty ^ Jliit' re vera,. ^ 

*, Tte remaiwiug diara^lers wKjeh.the letter 
contained I emjt, becaufe by thofe already tran- 
'fcribeij, the views^ of the Count O . • . are ex- 
• plained. -^IhaHlatfJhefe fuBjbih^the Etiglilh traftr 

•flatiott. i* '- •' - ' ''•' '-'' '' ; 

♦ " AB th Jt jrotx defire^ i* preparetl W the great- 
'cft jiicdty, afid ^ . . * ..inrfti is -chiefof tWe 
part}/}a ^aEifn <¥f gf^al /irnwieft and ttJonh who 
is beloved by ^U. IJe^is. fatiirfied'Wfiai jpur pii- 
ihifes, and Wi(hes^ aS we all do, very much that 
'fte ; . . Prince may become ouf Kinjg. As foon as 
te lists etebraeed the Roman Caihofit 'rel^ori, 
and has obt^iinjd tbi rJ i. . /ctown, we ffi&ltitpliw- 
diately look upon him as our regent, and one 
fiDglc word will then, be fofficieBt to mdiehim 
our fovere1gn> and us. *•-------• 

Our 
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' Our farprife at the contents Was be- 
. jond conception — the execution of the 
fcheme -depending merely upon one 
.word too. And what will be the con- 
sequence if the Prince ftiould be King 
of .... ? The old man faid himfelf, that 
thefe were the only means to accom* ~ 
plifli the plati^ — and what could that plan 
be ? — ^No other than that which would 
(hake monarchies to ttieir foundation, 
or totally fubvert thenv. And jf the 
Pritice ftiould obtaiii the crown of . . , 
what would happen — Is there not be- 
ild^s hiin a fucceffor ? Now I,p?rfe£l|y 
underftand the fignification .of thefe 
words, " Wi(h yourfelf fbcc^ffe^BrincC;, 
fce is'dead." I n'oW'^erfeftly recolleft 
with what emphafis the Prince repeated 
tbofe words. (As F . . has written to 
me) I' was feized with horror, 

'' Friend,*'faid I to tk)rdfeeymour^^let 
us not proceed in this bufinefs — what 

am 
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are we againft fo many; how (Hall We 
be able to fwim againft the ftream V* 

^* We will do it as long as our 
powers laft/' he anfwercd me, refolute- 
lyr 

*' Suppofe they are dete£led, and we 
are hwolved in the dang<ir ?" 

^ Then we fhall have the fati^£tion 
of knowing that we have done all that 
we poflibly could do, which will fweeten 
our hours, whediw hreatheii out in a 
piifon or a palace/' 

^ But is it poflible, ^bat he can have 
that confolation, who throws hhnfelf 
dvough caprice into danger ?" 

^' We are not in that fituation.— 
When the lives of thoufands, or at leuft 
their happinefs, is at ftake^ no danger 

VOL. XI, h is 
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•is too gn^t. to braye, tf there is 90^ 
probabilitjr of fucceeding;" 

" And i$ thl« the ciife:? 

*' It is,'* 

•* Ho!W, fiiehd, can you efFefttfally 
fubvert power ? Can you hinder a band 
of rebels ftom leading away the thoughts 
o( the Prince, whfen they are attra£led 
by force ? Has he not already done 
what fhey at • . . defired him to do ? 
Will not evety a^ion tiow become eafy 
to him^ when he confid^rs tb^ he Oafi 
receive forgivenefs of his fins after everf- 
widfceddefed?*^ 

^ Friend, you do not confider flat 
if our plans fail, there is fliU one left% 
Have you no idea of. the -power of the 
ftate Jnquifition here ? If**we .difcover 
only >balf of what we ime beard to 

be 
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te trve^ every ihitg is ioft. W!il 
they not fear, and with j«iftice, that in 
that fecret fociety are alfo mahufaftured 
plans againft the republic ; and that 
they wifli the Pirince to affift them itii 
the ekectttioii of their fchemes P Yo\i 
mpft coiifider aU^^ that ^we cannot be 
deteded if we inform tlirough the 
Bocche P^rlanti^. 

•^ Btit what win become of the Prince ? 
Gracious. Heaven !^*-If we ihould be the 

*^ Thefe Boech Parlanii are large lions jaws, of 
tnfoUe ; ctbere* are man/ of jfaeoi to be leen in the 
Pi^e of ,$t*,M||rk. Alliec^l denunciations are 
put in them,, and. oyer every one is wri^en the 
kind of accofation which you are to deliver. The 
State Inquiiitors examine them every evening, and 
tfd^e dj^to ^Qi^l^deraMen l;)ie. letters thejjpd m 
thepi). • By th^t me^i>6. it is ^afy to remain un- 
sown; ibr he who expels a. recompenfe for 
hi^ infonnallon, detains a ^ptece of it Co (he>j^ 
it. 

1 9 mean^ 
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means of foreing the fword of jufticc 
to be drawn againft him/' 

•* The Prince is excufabk-^whatevcr 
he has done, his rank will be taken into 
confideration. PunUfateent iis not inflift^ 
cd with that fewrity upon men of high 
birth, as it is upon the me^er clafs of 
mankind. But let the worft come — Is it 
not better that one man, even though 
a Prince — ihould die for the peof^e^ 
than that mi^titudes fliould perifh on 
his account ? — ^And though the mine in 
its exploiion ihould even ihatter us 
with the reft, iixnn our aflies there 
will fpring flowers which muft make 
future generations revere our memory." 

Eveiy one of my objeQions m^de 
the Engliihman more firm; and I' was 
at laft convinced that he was rights al- 
though I fufiered much in the encoun* 
ter. I fuppreifed my tears with the 

hope 
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hope of a better iffue to our plan than 
that which we fuppofed -, and fought, 
as much as I could, to perfuade myfelf 
of its being pra6licable, though I ac- 
knowledged the feeble foundation upon 
which it refted. I trufted principally 
to Johniba's^prudence, which was evin- 
ced in a great degree by his letters. — 
With the greateft anxiety I haftened to 
my lodgings, and read the following 
letters written by him. Two ofdiem I. 
have omitted entirely, as they did not 
contain any thing but what has al- 
ready been related. And if I found 
in the others what I wifhed for, the . 
reader will ealily difcover it^ 



X 3 J-ET 
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LETTER VL 

JOHNSOK JO LORP SEYMOUR* 

QcH^ tke 2&t&. 

' SINCE the events wfakh have of 
Jate happened to the Prince, he is 
quite changfed. He flieB the focie- 
ties whieh he formerly fought. — He 
locks bicnfetf up in his room^ ttxd ap- 
pears gloomy and melancholy. I do 
not wonder at this ; but it has tajcen 
too firong a hold of him, for I ain fear^ 
fui that he ihould laiy violent hand^ on 
himfelf. — Would you fappofe that, un- 
der the pretence of l^ing ill, he has 
• fent away the Marquis, who fhews 
> fo much tender care for him, and is 
devoted to the completion of his happi* 
nefs, and who was a little while ago his 
moft intimate friend. And will you be- 
lieve me when I tettyou^ifhat BiondeHo is 
» not 
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not now {o frequently about his perfbn, 
and tllat hk lore for fo£tude is equal to 
his matter's. Neceflary as this might 
be under other circumftances^ it novr 
makes me more anxious for him. He 
has fo entirely feparated himfelf from 
tbe worldj'^th^t he feems cold even to 
his bofom friends : a ftate of mind by 
which fuicide muft be encouraged, arid 
lefs reiblution be required to conmiit 
it. That this is already the cafe with . 
Hm$ I ^perienced laft night I was 
alon« with him in his room. This 
happens now very often; for, as foon 
as it 'grows dark^ he does not like tQ 
bfc alone, he therefore obliges me to be 
with him, as hfe believes he can vent 
his forrows in ray prcfence, without 
my'beiog able to underftand him, an^ 
that I cannot, from ftupidity, feam any 
thing from his geftures. This dread 
of being alone in the evening, which 
he was before not accuftomed to, gives 
L 4 me. 
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rate (bcfides the advantage of dbferviog 
him^) hopes that he may, perhaps^ even 
yet, adopt other fentiments ; for, in my 
opinion, folitude by candle-light mutt 
rather ftrengthen than alter fucb a re- 
folution. And I think, that as long 
a&one yet fears fomethmg, or which is 
the fame thing, thinks one has fome- 
thing to lofe, let it be ever (o trifling, 
which one would not willingly be de- 
prived of,, ^ the ties are not entirdy 
fevered which unite us to this mortal 
life. . 

( Now to the bufinefe. — 1 ^as alohe 
with him. oi^e evening, when he refted 
his head upon his. hand, and fat for 
fdme time almoft without animation^ 
Me fighed deeply, and lam^ted that 
he had ever been born. At laft- he 
rofe, and opening his writing-deik, 
took out of it a red ribbon. He pref- 
fqd it to his heart and lips. ' Oh ! that 

I were 
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I were able to defcribe bis look. If 
jMerced me to the heart — I will give 
you, to the beft of my recolledion, his 
foliloquy. ^ 

. " Oh ! thou only remains of my 
beloved Thcrefa!" (the name of the 
Greek lady). He preffcd the ribbon 
to his lips, as the tears burft from his 
eyes. The ftrefs which he laid upon 
thefe words, and his deep foirow al- 
moft deprived me of my fenfes. I 
never faw a man. in fuch a terrible fitu- 
ation. His eyes were wildly expreffive, 
and his voice hollow and monotonous. 
I believed his feelings had almoft 
driven him to infanity. The burthen 
feemed too heavy for his foul to bear. 
He remained for fome time fixed like a 
ftatue : — at laft he fpoke» 

^ My Therefa ! my all ! my . • . .' 

Ah! how can this miferable earth 

afford any relief to my fufferings ! — 

L5 this 
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ikU pilii^le il^te which canhot pro- 
duce dne fingle being v/ito is peife£l- 
ly happy. . Which could murder a 
Thercfa I -^ an angel ! — murder \ — *• 
murder I— Iftufderl'*---' (This he fpoke 
tvith dreadful agitition)-^** Hh! what 
{nievents me from breakii^ die bands 
which iq)arale*me ffian herff-rWho 
can Maine Ak \ioti that burffs ihe 
c^baiaa iirWch flejnive him df his liberty,* 
i^d wi^ich ^;feparates- him ' from bis 
jtoungf B&tcan I >fiiid -^^Aragain ! Itto^ 
eoverablyl^! Irreooversubly ! i would 
fcdc her through the world, but flxe is 
inccoverably loft ! -Whaft^wduld I now 
gire for die fw©et**idead of eternity, 
• Whicheonfole fomany under thdr afflic* 
tions! What would I not facrifice, if I 
knew for a certainty, tb^ kranhad ftill 
a farther deftination /after his death. I 
would endure the painful torments of 
hell, codid I hope by that ko recover 
my Tberefa* Why wasaformife beaii- 

tifol. 
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tiftil, creftteil to:be t)j^.foc4 of worixp, 
that prey indifcria^natelyi ypqn . th^ 
works of nature ? — Oh ! thou that dwel- 
lefl: ^beyond the;ftaT$, if thou epfteft, 
rd^ore her :^ tn^sifili^^. f^Qd I wiU 
l:|eiiey« in tkn^e I l-r-^ai whstf is th?t ? 
What thpifghti'fiqr j^on my a^ifk^ h 
--^Shalljl the^^ipqiror more forget ^f ? 
Will Hie \)^ .always luiUed to ev^rjr^ 

gi)re>me a. }fTQt of tliy ei^iftence i—X)hl 
wh^ a fe^ of dou]b|ts aad uncertainty I 
Wha can fave me from it ? — I fhake 
like a ireed, which the wind will brqdc. 
But I. will npt.wait for it — :! will pre- 
veiat 'it.T— I will attmn the rtruth-rJL will 
drjajiv bacl^ tl^e cui^taih which hide^ Ji^r^ 
from n|y fight i'* 

He walked up and down in the 

r.oom in violent ^itation — He did nqt 

fe^ to regard me at all. JEIis eyes 

j^lanced upQu the ri^bon> which he 

L 6 held 
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held fait in his hand. He ffatrted wiA 
furprife. It was grceri. 

*• What is this?**-— he excfeimed— 
" Will you tear fisom «le'<his alfo; ye 
invifible powers? I am/ f<6rba^, ftill 
te be happy ? — ^Ab f^Ah !-^Mappy !^— 
(after a paufe).— But I have it-ftHl-— It 
is, perhaps, the dear (hade of my The- 
rela that is near me, and will adminif* 
ter comfort to my heart — ^Hfope ! Oh ! 
without thee thete is no comfort left r^ 

You f^e, dear Sejrmonr, that he be- 
lieved the change of the colour was a 
miracle. If I had dared, it would not 
have been a difficult talk for me to un- 
ravel the rayftery ; for^ when I con- 
fider that Biondello has a falfe key to 
the bureau, the change is eafily explain- 
ed j and fliould we not fufpedfuch a 
man of eveiy thing ? It was very late, 
and the Prince did not feem difpofe<J 

to 
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to retire to reft. — His mind ftill* dwelt 
upon his beloved. — His foliloqtrf was a 
ftrange mixture of belief and doubt, 
and both were apparent equally. 

^« Yes, it will, it muft be fo ; with 
the thread of life, will alfo be deftroyed* 
my piercing torments !" He had fcarce- 
ly finifhed the laft word, when Bion- 
dello ruflied into the room, and threw 
hhnfelf^at the Princess feet: — Alarm 
and terror were expreffive in his coun- 
tenance, his eyes feemed ftarting from 
his head, his hair was diflievelled, and 
hd was half drefled. ' •* Alas, my gra- 
cious Prince!*' he at laft cried, with a 
tremulous voice, and prefled himfclf 
dofer to him. — ^The Prince was quite 
embarraffed, and fcdd not a word. 

^ Pardon, pardon, gfacioti? Prince V* 
exclaimed Biondello again^ 

« Art 
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*\ Ai« you mad, Biondelte ?" faid 
the Prince. " Why do yc^u aik my 
pajpdoa? What have ypu conxmitted?"- 

" It would be well if I were mad. 
—Alas, my gracious,- my Jbeloved mas- 
ter 1" : .- 

Th(B ftiupe had greaJt diflSlculty to 
bidug^ him to his ienfes. At laftrhte. 
fucce^ded,. and then iclated l^s reason 
for this ^krange condufi ; d£ter,having en- 
treated onca more his pax;don foi^ what 
he ffaould relate. The Prince granted 
tt^ ^nd he ^at iUtft began : 

'^ " .Sificj? your highnefs has devoted 
your houxs . to folitude, I have . led a 
moft Quferable life. It is the more 
painful to me, when I confider that I . 
have loA your aflfe^ion. It feemed I 
was no longer worthy of it, nor of the 
happinefs to be with you, gracious 

Prince ! 
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ftince !— i-I 454 not p^erce^^jin you a^- 
tmits of ypiff fecmer Wmi^t^dn i, b<rt, 
in Ite pfoce, I behel4 XQUf couftt^ance . 
fkadowed by meIaQcb(%. ,J['qifefticn|e4 
myklf ftonr wh^t ibfs -qould proc^cjL — 
Ldauked whether, irom Ijie eflfaft ^, 
the.p{^^tien€, e^ ti^e^ j;;fe;at i^^g;jyrcHi^ 
had fuftai|ie4. , gijt ^a did .aot Tqflefi^ 
ilpofa tbfm t^ 'the. Hw^a^pt j— 4)f/ ^a$ 
ftom matprfl ^elit»ratkab an^' :wlW^^ 
^re w^ Tifff3p^ng txx bevfeared^ . $m4* 
den 4nd vi^epfi fQiK9iv?j;'^is i^doMoPf 
long durations: iHiQ th^ ;Wbkb comesr 
atfter it is fo much'th^'l^s^ d9agQr«ii$b| 
a». it tek«« deepdr:ir§otjf{ful|4 deprfv^^i^ 
of that confolation which A?vt&Ji;i;gfif)f((s^ 
treafure up for ourfelves. Anxiety fcr 
you/gi1ftci0tii5 PriBce, opprei^d fiy ^f ul^ 
ditfturb^ lae ^during ^theNd^ at^ 
chafed, •ftT^jrfliunbe^' ftofniaiy eyes. 
— ^I Jied feaccefy ^id xi^ki£ dawn, 
and ofierGdiup a. prayer to my Savio^ri 
JindiaH^'jhiOts^ tih^t they might take 
:' you 



( 232 ) 

you under their prote£ti(Mi, wheh on a* 
fud<ien I Aiought I faw a- 'light. I 
opened my eyes, but I was obliged 
to ftiut theitai immediately. A figure 
ftood before me $n tiie^inidft of fpleii- 
dot,' which blinded me. I could not ^ 
on that account open themagaifi.-— 
With an gigreeable, ^yct thrilling voice, 
it f^olte as follows :^' Thy matter is 
bfg With thought, which is fupported 
by his difbelief! He means to fly by 
Aiicide into fuWrity, for which he is 
ncit yet prepared. * I dared not to ap- 
pear to him myfelf. Tell him this, and 
Warn him of the cbnfequences of ^ 
raafhan aft.*' 

Tht Prince turned pale, iei2ed Bion* 
dello by the collar — ** Impoftor," he 
exclaimed, 'with a fearful voice, **you 
have overheard me \" — Senfelefs he 
fell upon the ground. I haftened to 
his affiftance s but the Prince prevented 

me. 
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mic, ^d dragged him to an arm-chain 
His look was ghaftly. It was a long 
time before he could recover himfelf, 
in fpite of our endeavours. But. as foon 
as he opened his eyes, he threw him- 
felf again at the feet of the Prince, arid 
begged pardon, that he was obliged 
to fay what he did. The Prince re- 
pented his intemperance. 

•* It is the eflfeft of imagination,' 
Biondello," faid he to him -, " go to 
bed. To-morrow I will fend.a phy- 
fieian to you. I forgive your conduft, 
becaufe it (hews your love forme. Be - 
compofed on my account, and go to 
bed." 

** I have not dreamed, gracious fir, 
and my fancy has not at all deceived 
me. — Behold here is the proof of it." — 
He put fomething into the hand of the ' 
Prince,wholooked at it with aftonifhment. 

« Yes, 
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•* Yeg, It is," be exclaimea, " It f#. 
the ring of my Therefa, which I gave 
her on her bkth day. — Oh what a day 
of happinefs was that to me! — ^But 
how came it into thy hands ? How ia 
that poffible? — She took it with hj^r 
intoheT grave, I faw it myfelf !" 



" The fpirit gave it to me.*' — 
'* Here," faid he, after having uttered 
thofe dreadful words, " carry this to 
your matter, and tell hinji'that patience' 
and refignation will .be his beft guid^.'* 
— " He difa|>|)earedj apd I h*fl:Q6^4i . 
hiiher." ^ 

'* Hope and patience conduft us. to 
the end which we defire ! — What is 
this I— If ibe— It cannot be her—" ^ 

At this moment there was a gi^at 
knocking at out gate 5 it was opened, 
m^ the Marquis Civitelia came in- — . 

Hi^ 
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His drefs, as alfo his countenance, indir 
cated the greateft cmJ^arraiTment : jfrom! 
his eyes .flaihed anxiety and fear. He 
haftcned immediately into the Prpiae'a^ 
coom ; and when he faw hiogk he ff^em^t 
ed to be more tramquH.^ — ^Canyougyefsu 
friend, for what purpofe. he came hi- 
ther at fuch an imufual time ? — ;He had 
Ceen the fame apparition as HqndeUo^ 
had; every word was the fame,, only 
that be did not obtain the ripg, which 
the Prince had forced, wirti great. 
difficulty upon his finger. It is there- 
fpre but too true, .that fa^ ^alib .b^9nj^ 
to the party, and that all thi% is- aa ifr, 
Tentlon. I cannot doubt ik for a mgK 
ipent. If I were not already a little pre-* 
pared for their plans, they ,yv;^lji ha^e, 
deceived nie, fo mafterly .-did j^^y^ aft. 
their parts. And I muft give' my^^. 
felf credit, that J. looked uppn all this 
for deceit,^ and not for faft, fq great 
was their deception, 'judge yourfelf, 
• ■ by 
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by that, if it was poflible for the Prince 
to doubt a moment on the fubjeft, and 
the ring-^from whence they obtained 
that I {hould like to knov«^. As far as 
lean learn, the Greek lady is buried* 
ki the vault of a church of the convent 
. . . where no perfon can obtain an 
eafy accefs. We muft prefume then, 
tfrat there are fome monks of the order 
^g&gted' in the execution of the plan j 
and even if they knew not any' thing 
of this circumftance, they may have 
been corrupted by money; whkh, from 
the char^fter of the priefls, I naturally 
cJOndude muft have been a cohfider- 
able fum. Do not laugh at my obfer- 
fervation, if it fliould feem Angular to 
y6u: i thought it ^neceffary to refute 
what'yoti faid in your laft fetter ;— that 
the defire df acquiring health might 
probably be the aim of the confpira- 
tors. That is cprtainly not the cafe ; 
for what fums of money might they 

not 



{ 2JW 3 

not already have fpent, which the 
Prince, in his pr^fent fituation^ never 
cpuld repay them? And if that was 
theur aim, could they not have obtain- 
ed it quicker and furer? How you 
came at prefent to have fuch an idea^ 
I cannot comprehend* Do not deceive 
yourielf with the delufive dream of hope : 
and, for heaven's fake, do not believe 
that your bank^^notes will be fu^cient 
to fubvert the plans which, are laid for 
the Prince. Let us make ufe of them 
for our own fupport, whilft we are en* 
deavouring to deftroy their views. And 
that cannot happen until I experience 
more of the bufinefs j for we are not 
able, at prefent, to prevent the attacks 
upon the Rrince's religk>uc qHnicms, 
unlefs his good genius ihould affift us^ 
but we cannot expe^ that at prefent 
I am not perfe£Uy clear as to the ex- 
tent of their defign. I believed that 
they wifhed to make the Prince a i9!e«e 

profjplyte j 
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^^fofefyte*; for w^ already have a num- 
ber of iiiftaiices of the kind, and of the 
tricks noade ufe of by the church, to 
tear v^hat they call a ftray fheep from 
the chiws of the devil. But tluis feems' 
to meiveiy improbable, for tiiby would 
hme found this an eafier taf(k than that 
x;vhich they are ♦purfuing. And what 
could indike fhe old man to have iaid» 
that he had already fought to bring the 
Court of . • d . . over to his plans, if 
he did net mean to prove himfelf a 
^tiful bo^ffter, which could not have 
been his intention. But, beeaufe I 
eaalMt find out theit.ajni, it does -not 
jprove fA\zt it muft neceffarily be-the de- 
ike of aoquiring authority. ;if I- wai 
filing to entertain you-with more pwA 
lrtrt)ifitiefe, >il could fill my letter with 
Aem; » But whal am I -about? I fee 
ibat^ny k*tter has increafed very much, 
:ancl yet t *aw not related to yotr^ 
that' my 'heart wiflies, and what it is 
I . neceffary 
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i*ceffaiy £01* you to kuovr. ICofa fee 
how clearly I w«s determuiedr to fitp-^ 
rport my opinion* Have you entifd^ 
forgotten that I Hke to qusArQl wkdi 
^you^ and jbbM you ufed to call me, in 
a.joke> the 'quarrelfoitefi : friend ? Tim 
hat'atigue is iui&iesit to recal that 
to your memory. 

CiviteUd (laid with us the remainder 
/qf the night. They tad no idea of re- 
tiring to raft ; Irwds therefore obliged 
fO'cali up the wkik, to /prepare a ^Msil 

as quickly as: pdBElMe^^ . . 

' ' , . * • 

* AtVeaice this is- not at all extmordb^r/.; 
{or the <lefife of eating is (probably on account 
of the fea air) Very ^great:' > We feldom fee Vene- 
tians without hftviDg'Temething k>^eat iti ^tr 
Ittiids. in the dfy> en every idft» . >oa;iibe 
tiauato *of all; \iip4f^ ; tor be* kiA* ^Y^n at ^f%i 
Opera-houfes yoa are -frequentily'iivtenupted -b^ 
the noife of fellers of provifions ; and in every 
bosie M ituduight jroa Std Vidluak {Preparing. 

They 
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• ' They fat themfelves down to tbfe 
table, but had no appetite. In vain 
did Civitella endeavour to be witty 3 in 
•Which he,. iA general, fucceeds very 
iwell. The con verfiition turned upon 
^apparitions, and Civitella now found 
. an opportunity to reproach the Prince 
for his former coolnefs' towards him. ' 
He excufed himfelf, by pleading die 
fiate of his mind. Civitella feemed 
iatisfied, but begged of the Prince to 
follow die methods which he would 
ipropofe, to eradicate hif diforder. His 
plans were all x>f fuch a nature, that 
he could not help finiling ; and by that 
means he fucceeded, at laft, to make 
file company fomewhat merry 5 to which 
&e Prince, however, contributed very 
.littk, birt gave noifignsof diflatisfa^ion. 
*[e at laft promifed to follbw the ad- 
vice of flie ' Marquis, who could not • 
conceal his joy on the occafion, . . 
4 ' ' '. '. ' 

**Then 



( 24r y 

" Then, we have you again, my 
Prmce," he exclaimed in exultation. 

** Do not triumph too foon. Mar- 
quis," faid the Prince, " Will you al-r 
ways be able to find the right meang 
to chafe away my gloomy thoughts ?" 

" Always, if you follow my advice, 
gracious Prince !" 

** You flatter yourfelf too much. — 
When you have proved it to my fatis- 
fa^iioq I will believe you ; but I fear 
that you will not fucceed fo eafily as 
you expeft." 

^^ Do you know that confidence is 
half the remedy ? — ^Above every thing 
elfe> likewife, comply with my firft re- 
queft, and rather make yourfelf acquaint- 
ed with the corporeal than the fpiritual 
world; for, although I know, by ex- 

yoL. II. M perience 
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pei'ience, your infhionCe in the latter^ I 
neverthelefs cannot help feeing, tJrat 
the gloom, which is the infeparable 
attendant upon creatures devoid of flefli 
and bones, might have a greater eflfeft 
upon yoiir mind. — But did the apj^rr- 
tion, which I beheld this flight, ^pearf 
in confequence of your command, or 
have I incurred your difpleafure by Mny 
other means ?'* -•"\.: 

Civitella betrayed gre^t anJciAy'as 
he fpc/fce thefe M Wofds^ and i)ik 
Prihce fneered^— probably (torn th^ 
affociation of Idel^. The ^firtiJe. fte>b 
refumed his former counteiiiahce/ i- • '. 

I Was obliged how to-fdfve te^ Snd 
could not hear theeild'of t!fc?<jbntfer^ 
fation 3 yet 1 coiiclUded, ftdm 'feveral 
words which I c^Kt by-aiJtidefiti 
and from the Rilice^s C6iihtd*iaftd^ 
that it had taken a ^happy^tiirV^^^^ 

. • >lhat 
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that the entertainment muft have ended ' 
very well. The midnight hour is pad, 
and although I would willingly chatter 
with you a little longer, I muft finifli 
my letter — I wifh for repofe. 
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